


Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 


[PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO ACT OF CONGRESS. } 








Vor. VII] 


AUGUST, 1806. 


(No. 2. 








A Sermon delivered at Wethers- | themselves equally with eterni- 


Jield, before the Gencral Asso- 
ciation of Connecticut, June 17, 
1806. By Benjamin Trumbull, 
D. D. Pastor of the Church in 
North Haven, 


Heb. xii. 17. “ Obey them 
that have the rule over you, and 
sbumit yourselves ; for they 
watch for your souls, as they 
that must give account: that 
they may do it with ] joy and not 
with grief: for that is unpro- 
fitable for you.’ 





HE relation between min- | 

isters and the people of | 
their charge is exceedingly in- | 
teresting and momentous. It 
is designed to glorify God, in| 
the perfecting of the saints, in | 
the edifying of the body of | 
Christ, and in turning sinners 
from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan. unto God. 
To some it will be a savor of 
life unto life, and to others a sa- 
vor of death unto death. The 
conduct of beth ministers and 
people will be reviewed at the 
judgment ofthe great day, and 
its consequences will extend 
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ty. They will be unspeakably 
and eternally joyous or sorrow- 
ful. These ideas are implied in 
the words proposed for our pre- 
sent consideration, which point 
us directly to the judgment seat, 
to the account then to be ren- 
dered, and to its momentous, 
eternal consequences. ‘The first 
clause in the verse imports an 
important government, which 
the ministers of Christ have in 
the churches, not for destruction 
but for their edification. It 
teaches us, that it is notlefttothe 
option of the people whether 
they hear or forbear; whether 
they will obey the instructions, 
_doctrinesand discipline ofChrist’s 
' faithful ministers, preaching, and 
| maintaining them in the church- 
es. No ; they are bound by 
the authority and commands of 
Almighty God to submit to 
them. They are required to 
hear the word preached, not as 
the word of man, but as indeed 
the word of God ; and to sub- 
mit to discipline, administered 
according to the will of Clirist ; 
knowing that whatsoever his 
ministers thus bind on earth 
F 
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sliall be bound in heaven, and 


_ that whatsoever they shall loose 


on earth shall aiso be locsed in 
heaven. To despise their instruc- 
tions and doctrines is to des- 
pise Christ, and is high treason 
against the king of heaven. 
“ Hethat despiseth you despiseth 
me: and he that despiseth me 
despiseth him that sent met.” 
With what proprieiy, therefore, 
hath the apostle said, “ Obey 
them that have therule over you, 
and submit yourselves ’” How 
cogent are the motives urged in 
the text to engage people in the 
practice of the duties required ! 
“ For they watch for souls as 
they that must give account.” 
That is, ministers are watching, 
preaching and praying, with 
tears night and day, for the 
peace, comfort and eternal life 
of the souls of their hearers. 
They employ themselves in 
these exercises and labors, with 
that seriousness, fear and tremb- 
ling which become those who 
are watching for the life of souls ; 
and as those who know that they 
must give an account of them- 
selves,and of their hearers, at the 
judgment seat of Christ. Mr. 
Pool remarks on the text, “ How 
“great, are the night watchings 
“and day cares, and tears, stu- 
“dies, exhortations, reproofs, 
“comfortings, preachings and 
“ prayersof ministers, withtears, 
“and strong cries to God for 
“their souls ’” What forcible 
reasons are these that the flock 
should hear and obey? Espe- 
cially since they must meet their 
pastors in the presence of their 
judge, and they will there give 
an account of them, witnessing 
for, or against them ; according 
as they have received, or re- 
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jected their instructions. Singe 
also the account which che pas- 
tors shall give of them, in that 
day, in which al! taings shall be 
made manifest, will be matter of 
unspeakable Joy or sorrow to 
them as well as to their pastors. 
It will be infinitely unprofitable 
to them if they shall be found 
disobedient to the truth. For 
that, saith the apostle, is un- 
profitable for you. 

In this general view of the 
text, it will be natural to observe, 

I. That it is the solemn work 
of gospel ministers to watch for 
souls. 

II. To represent the manner 
in which they ought to watch 
for them. 

III. That ministers will meet 
their people at the general judg- 
ment, and give an account of 
them before the judgment seat 
of Jesus Christ. 

1, Itisthe solemn work of 
ministers to watch for souls. 
Their labors and watchings res- 
pect not the affairs of human 
life, not the concerns of worldly 
kingdoms and empires, but the 
far more weighty concerns of 
immortal souls. Christ hath ap- 
pointed them to watch for the 
instruction, edilication, comfort 
and salvation of men. Every 
soul comunitted to their care is 
more valuable than a world. If 
it be lost it will be lost without 
remedy, lost for ever. For what 
shall it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world and lose his 
own soul? or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul ? 
They must watch against all 
errors, practices, temptations, 
enemies and things which may 
injure and destroy their own 
souls, or the souls of others. 
They must also watch all means, 
opportunities, doctrines and 
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things by which their people 
may be instructed, warned, re- 
proved, awakened, effectually 
called, edified and saved. Hence, 
from the very nature of their of- 
fice, they are termed watchmen, 
are commanded to watch, and to 
warn men of their sin and dan- 
get, and to employ all means for 
their salvation. Ezek. iii. 17. 
“ Son of man, I have made thee 
awatchman unto the house of 
Israel, therefore hear the word 
at.my mouth, and give them 
warning from me.” Isaiah Ixii. 
6. “I have set watchmen upon 
thy walls, which shall never 
hold their peace day nor night.” 
In this view, the apostle Paul 
gave it in commandment to 
Timothy, “ But watch thou in 
all things, endure afflictions, do 
the work of an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy ministry*. The 
commands, instructions and ex- 
hortations given to ministers in 
the New Testament; the titles 
which are given them, laborers, 
watchmen, workers together 
with God, ambassadors for 
Christ ; the example of the Sa- 
viour, of the apostles, and of the 
primitive ministers of the gos- 
pel, teach us, that the ministeri- 
al office challenges the greatest 
vigilance, labor and diligence. 
It is not only a work of great 
labor and watchfulness, but it is 
a solemn work. Solemn, as it 
isa watch for souls; for their 
eternal life, and a work to be re- 
viewed and accounted for at the 
judgment day. Solemn, _be- 
cause if souls be lost through the 


sloth and unfaithfulness of minis-’ 


‘ters, their blood will be required 
at their hands. Life must go for 
‘life. Ezek. iii. 18. “ When I 
say unto the wicked man, thou 


*2 Tim. iy. 5. 
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shalt surely die ; and thou giv- 
est him not warning, the same 
wicked man shall die in his in- 
iquity ; but his blood will I re- 
quire at thine hand.” It is sol- 
emn, as it is a work in a pecu- 
liar manner appointed by God, 
who is infinitely great and holy ; 
as he is omniscient and omnipre- 
sent; as his eye will ever be upon 
his servants ; as his glory, for 
which he is ever jealous is pecu- 
liarly concerned in it. It is 
solemn, as it is employed in the 
most solemn things, the doc- 
trines, duties, sacraments, pro- 
mises and threatenings of the 
gospel ; and as it has an imme- 
diate respect to death, judgment 
and eternity. It is performed 
at solemn times, and in solemn 
places, on the Lord’s day, and 
in his ‘house, which is none oth- 
er than the gate of heaven, than 
the pillar and ground of faith; 
at the Lord’s table; in the 
chambers of the sick and dying ; 
in the house of mourning ; at 
the funerals-and graves of the 
dead. Solemn, because the con- 
sequences of it will be eternal 
life or death, both to ministers 
and all their hearers. Solemn, 
momentous watch and-work !!! 
How can ministers or their hear- 
ers contemplate it without fear 
and trembling? ‘Without the 
greatest solicitude, with respect 
to its final, eternal consequences 
to them respectively ? I proceed. 

Il. Torepresent the manner 
in which gospel ministers ought 
to watch for souls. 

To watch, in the most natural 
sense of the word, is to avoid all 
sleep, drowsiness and sloth. It 
is to be all awake, to discover the 
first appearances of an enemy, 
or to give an alarm of danger, 
and to guard against them: It 
implies that men be allalive to 
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duty, to labor, exertion and dili- 
gence, in the work to which they 
are called. In general the man- 
ner of ministerial watching is 
expressed in the text, in these 
words, ‘ as those who must give 
account.” The words imply, 
That ministers should have a 
full persuasion of the reality of 
the great and general judgment, 
and keep it near to them ; and of 
the account which they have to 
give of themselves and the peo- 
ple of their charge at that day : 
and that they should labor and 
watch in that solemn, active, 
prayerful and diligent manner, 
which they would do under pro- 
per impressions of these vast 
and astonishing realities. In 


this solemn, active, diligent man- 
ner, it behoves them to watch in 
all things which respect their 
ministry, the salvation of their 
own souls, and of the souls com- 
mitted to their charge. 


They 
must watch their own hearts, 
tempers and example ;_ they 
must watch, and guard against 
all errors, evil practices, evil 
men, temptations, and things 
which may obstruct the salva- 
tion of their hearers ; and watch 
for times, means ard oppottuni- 
ties to do them good, and to glo- 
rify God in their salvation. This 
is the divine command, “ Watch 
thou in all thingst.” 
Particularly, they must watch 
with respectto themselves. The 
precept, “ Take heed to thy- 
self,” respects every gospel min- 
ister, no less than it did Timo- 
thy. It highly.concerns them 
to take heed to themselves that 
they be Christians indeed, born 
of God, sincerely and ardently 
loving him, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and constantly maintain- 
~<a 
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ing the life and power of godli- 
ness in their own souls. They 
must, at all times, watch their 
own spirit, conversation, and ex- 
ample ; and keep themselves 
in the love and fear of God. 
These are fundamental to all 
right watching for souls. If 
they know not how to keep their 
own vineyard, how will they 
know how to keep the vineyard 
of their mother’s children? They 
should have some proper sense 
of the worth of souls, longing 
for them in the bowels of Christ. 
They should seek the glory of 
God, in their salvation; the 
happiness of their families in 
time and in eternity ; the good 
of society in general ; and es- 
pecially the peace and prosperi- 
ty of Jerusalem. This they 
ought to prefer to their chief joy. 
These arethe general principles, 
views and ends with which min- 
isters of the gospel ought to la- 
bor, watch and pray always. To 
these great ends they ought to 
sacrifice all sinister | interests, 
and make the honor of God, the 
salvation of their flock, and the 
general good, the governing ob- 
jects of their pursuit. 

With these principles, views 
and aims, they will take heed to 
their doctrine, that it be uncor- 
rupt, holding fast that form of 
sound words which they have 
been taught in Christ Jesus. 
They will not shun to declare all 
the counsel of God, and keep 
back nothing from the flock, 
which may be profitable unto 
them. They will watch at all 
times against error in them- 
selves, and among the people. 
Especially, at times when any 
of the peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel are denied, and their 
hearers are imbibing, or in dan- 
ger of imbibing gross errors, 
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such as Arian and Socinian doc- 
trines, Arminianism, Universal- 
ism, and other corrupt doc- 
trines, tending to perdition, they 
will laboriously watch, pray and 
guard against them. They 
ought to employ all scriptural 
and rational arguments, to forti- 
fy their hearers against, and to 
dissuade them from error, and 
to induce them to renounce it 
with abhorrence. ‘Seeing the 
danger, they should sound the 
alarm, and give the people warn- 
ing. They should warn them 
against corrupt books and men, 
customs and conduct, which 
may endanger them, and employ 
all means for their instruction, 
edification and salvation. This 
should be done laboriously, faith- 
fully and perseveringly. It 
should be done prudently, at the 
best times, and in the best man- 
ner. It should be done prayer- 
fully, and zealously, with firm- 
ness and Christian fortitude. 
lurther, ministers in watch- 
ing for souls, must take heed to 
the whole flock, to know its 
state, its dangers, temptations 
and wants, that they may give to 
them alla portion in due season. 
They must watch and guard all 
evil tempers and corrupt man- 
ners, among a people, which are 
destructive of soul and body. If 
a litigious, contentious spirit, an 
unforgiving, inexorable spirit, 
a spirit of hatred, envy, malice 
and revenge prevails, destroy- 
ing the peace of individuals, and 
of society in general, marring its 
beauty, and tending to confusion 
and every evil work, they will 
not fail to notice it, and give the 
people warning from God. Ifa 
spirit of murmuring against him, 
his providence, the rulers and 
the teachers which he hath set 
ever them, at any time becomes 
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prevalent, they will watch, pray 
and guard against it, and in a 
strong point of light represent 
its sinfulness, the dishonor which 
it does to God, how it awakes 
his displeasure, and exposes 


them to his righteous judg- 


ments. When the people cor- 
rupt themselves, become un- 
godly, unrighteous, wanton, in- 
temperate, hate the righteous, 
resist lawful government, and 
become heady and high minded, 
and gross iniquities abound, they 
will, like the prophet lift up 
their voices like a trumpet, and 
show unto the people their trans- 
gression, and to the house of Ja- 
cob their sins; declaring unto 
them that because of these things 
the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience. 

They will observe the signs 
of the times, and teach the peo- 
ple how to improve the days of 
prosperity and adversity, faith- 
fully representing to them the 
duties and dangers of each. 

Further, in watching for souls, 
ministers will, in a peculiar 
manner, watch all times of awa- 
kening: and tcwderness of mind, 
among the people in general, 
and with respect to individuals 
in particular, to show them their 
danger, their perishing need of 
the Saviour, and his salvation ; 
to give them all necessary in- 
struction, and to press upon 
them immediate repentance, 
and sincere religion. Some- 
times God ispleased in the great- 
ness of his mercy, to revive his 
work. He comes down in the 
influences of his Spirit, like rain 
upon the mown grass, and as 
showers that water the earth. 
There isa shaking among the 
dry bones; sinners in Zion are 
afraid, and fearfulness surpriseth 
the hypecrite; and a general 
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enquiry is heard, What must 
‘we do to be saved? There is a 
serious and general attention to 
‘the word. Numbers are born 
of. God, and are pressing into the 
‘kingdom of heaven. These are 
precious harvest seasons. Fruit 
‘is now gathered unto life eternal. 
‘The righteous flourish. They 
enjoy the fresh anointings of the 
‘Spirit, revive like the corn and 
grow like the vine, and the 
churches are filled with joy and 
praise. More may be done, in 
a few months or weeks, for the, 
divine glory, and the salvation of 
men, than in whole years at oth- 
er times. Whoever watch for 
souls, as they who must give ac- 
count, will be sure most faith- 
fully, vigilantly and zealously to 
improve every such opportunity. 
‘They will be alive to duty. They 
will preach the word, be instant 
in season and out of season. 
‘They will preach clearly and 
powerfully, distinguishing real 
religion from all counterfeits and 
false appearances. They will 
closely and pungently apply di- 
vine truths to the conscience. 
They willbyall means encourage 
the work, and spare no pains to 
gather the people unto Christ. 

At times when there is no 
general awakening, individuals, 
like Peter’s hearers, will be 
pricked in their hearts, hear with 
great attention and seriousness. 
They will earnestly enquire the 
way to Zion. Such seasons with 
them, will be watched, and the 
utmost prayerfulness and exer- 
tions will be employed for their 
assistance, direction and salva- 
tion. 

Further, the days of childhood 
and youth are favorable seasons, 
to form men for religion and use- 
fulness. This is the time to in- 
still good principles, to form 
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good habits and to guard against 
those evil ones, which may lead 
to shame, sorrow and death. 
This is the time to lay the most 
permanent foundation for useful- 
ness, dignity and happiness, in 
time and eternity. Ministers, 
who watch for souls, will be ail 
awake to feed the lambs of the 
flock. They will instruct them 
abundantly, press them by all 
means, to remember their crea- 
tor, in the days of their youth, 
and to seek first the kingdom of 
God and the righteousness of it. 
God commands, “ Train up a 
child in the way he should go 
and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” They will call 


in parents, masters, and all in-: 


structors to their assistance, in 
training them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 
Times of affliction and sorrow, 
with particular families and per- 
sons, when their minds are made 
solemn by sickness, apprehen- 
sions of death, or by the loss of 
dear enjoyments, are opportuni- 
ties to be watched and improved 
for spiritual good. Persons, 
now, if ever, will be solemn, 
thoughtful and tender. They 
will hear instruction, and awake 
to the concerns of eternity. 
Now faithful instructions and ad- 
monitions may make deep im- 
pressions, and be of everlasting 
advantage. In the chambers of 
the sick and dying, at the graves 
and funerals of the dead, amons: 
a train of mourners, instructions 
and consolations may be given 
more precious than rubies, more 
refreshing and consolatory to 
wounded spirits, than gentle 
dews and showers to the thirsty 
earth. Ministers should be so 
enriched with pious and various 
matter, as that they may be able 
to give every one, on these vari- 
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ous occasions, and differing cir- 
cumstances, a portion in due 
season ; and thatout of the abun- 
dance of their hearts their mouth 
may speak. They should alarm 
the dying sidner, and press him 
to immediate repentance, lest his 
dying agonies should terminate 
in the more intolerable pains 
of eternal death. They should 
plainly and concisely preach the 
gospel to him, and strongly re- 
present to him, how inexcusable 
and miserable he must be eter- 
nally, if he neglects the great 
salvation. They should com- 
fort and animate dying saints, by 
representations of the sufficien - 
cy, faithfulness and glory of their 
Redeemer ; of the gain and bles- 
sedness of dying in the Lord ; 
by an exhibition of him as the 
resurrection and the life; and 
of the dignity and blessedness of 
awaking in his image; and of 
being in soul and body for 
ever with him. They should be 
like Job, as one who comforteth 
the mourners. Ministers should 
watch on all these occasions, to 
honor God, and do good to souls. 

They should maintain a con- 
stant watch and prayerfulness, 
with respect to the tenor of their 
preaching and sermons, that 
they be not general and superfi- 
cial, formal and lifeless ; but 
that they be well studied, en- 
riched with evangelical senti- 
ments ; that they be instructive, 
experimental, solemn and im- 
pressive. They should speak 
with life and energy, as men en- 
lirely awake, and in clear view 
of the great, eternal realities of 
which they speak, and of that 
judgment seat where they must 
meet their hearers, and give an 
account of souls. Watching in 
these views, they will not be 
slothful servants, but fervent in 
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spirit serving the Lord. They 
will not preach themselves, not 
the commandments of men, not 
Jewish fables, vain philosophy,. 
nor metaphysical niceties, but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

With great concern, they will 
warn the erroneous, the intem- 
perate, the wanton and profane, 
the covetous, unrighteous and. 
worldly minded. They will cry 
aloud against all those who are 
at ease in Zion ; detect and warn. 
the hypocrite, and testify unto 
all, That except a man be born 
again he cannot see the king- 
dom of God: That in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision avail- 
eth any thing, nor uncircumci- 
sion, but a new creature : That 
except men repent they shall ail 
most certainly perish. 

In a word, watching for souls. 
implies a general concern and 
care for the churches of Christ 
universally, that they may be 
enlarged, purified and built up 
in the faith and order of the gos- 
pel. It implies a general con- 
cern for the spiritual interests of 
all men, and that we employ all 
means, in our power for their 
salvation. Our divine Lord has. 
commanded, “ Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel 
unto every creature.” This com- 
mand lies upon us, no less than 
it did upon the apostles. It is 
no less applicable to us than the 
promise made to them, “ Lo, I 
am with you alway even unto 
the end of the world” We 
should therefore devise and a- 
dopt all means in our power, foi 
the universal propagation of the: 
gospel. The common law of 
benevolence, * Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor ‘as thyself,” de- 
mands this. We should there- 
fore employ all means to spread 


} ° ray . $ } ’ 
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among all nations ; so that pure 
incense may be offered, on God’s 
altar from the rising to the set- 
ting sun, and that all flesh may 
see his salvation.” 

(To be continued.) 


On the reasondblencss cf an tin- 
mediate Refientance. 


(Continued from vol. vi. p. 415.) 


13. JN confirmation of my last 

argument, it may well be 
considered, that the conversion 
of one person is very frequently 
the means of awakening and con- 
verting many more. Such an 
event operates in many different 
ways, some of which we cannot 
trace on account of our imper- 
fect knowledge, and some of 
which are plain and open to the 
eye of every observer. When 
aman ofacareless, worldly, for- 
mal or profane character, sud- 
denly changes his conduct, and 
invariably exhibits the spirit and 
the actions of a fervent, anima- 
ted, and zealous follower of the 
Savieur, all his acquaintance 
must see the alteration, and pon- 
der upon the cause. 
is there that hasnot many friends 
and neighbors, who miglit derive 
benefit from the display of Chris- 
tian benevolence ? The most de- 
pressed and obscure individual 
might reflect the rays of the Sun 
of Righteousness, so as to com- 
municate light and joy to a 
neighborhood, or avillage. It 
is so ordered by the aill-wise 
Governor, that while we are 
pursuing our daily avocations, 
we may at the same time prove 
the efficacy of a virtuous exam- 
ple ; and by the same actions 
we may show obedience to our 
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Maker, a regard for ourselves 
and our families, and kindness 
toour feliow men. Who is there, 
then, that can limit the happy 
influence which his own religion 
may have in the world ? How 
much rather ought we to strive 
with a giorious emulation, that 
our influence may be enlarged, 
and entirely devoted to the ser- 
vice of God ? The slightest 
events, not unfrequently produce 
amazing consequences under the 
divine government; what incale 
culable consequences, then, may 
result from an event so impor- 
tant as the delivery of a soul 
from the bondage of Satan, and 
its admission into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God ? How 
many opportunities do the vari- 
ous offices of life afford a man 
to be useful. The same person 
may discharge the duties of a 
child, a husband, a father, a 
friend, an active member of so- 
ciety, and perhaps of a magis- 
trate, or a professional man ; and 
in all these relations, may advise 
admonish, reprove, exhort, and 
instruct, aS occasion may re- 
quire. And though no very 
splendid or powerful success 
should attend his efforts in the 
cause of truth, yet he may con- 
fidently expect, that by perseve- 
rance in well-doing, considerable 
influence may be acquired, both 
in restraining wickedness, and 
encouraging virtue. Good and 
evil are of a diffusive nature ; 
and, as one sinner destroyeth 
much good, so the man who is 
instrumental in converting a sin- 
gle soul, begins a series of 
good, the extent of which can be 
neither foreseen nor conceived. 
14. The religious man is pur- 
suing the only rational course of 
conduct in erder to be happy in 
this life. To the truth of this 
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assertion, the conscience of ev- 
ery man, who is not utterly des- 
titute of reflection and principle, 
must involuntarily assent. It 
may be well, however, to men- 
tion some of the reasons why 
we must conclude a real believer 
to be happier, than a careless 
sinner. 

In the first place, observation 
is sufficient to convince us, that 
this is the case. Among those 
whom charity numbers with the 
followers of Christ, every man 
may see that there is less con- 
tention, less indulgence of wrath, 
revenge, and other inordinate 
passions, and a less violent at- 
tachment to things which perish 
with the using, than is found in 
the hearts and conduct of those 
who neglect religion ; while, in 
the same persons, there is more 
kindness, more desire for the 
happiness of others, more bro- 
therly love, and a more diligent 
attention to the performance of 
all relative duties. These things 
always tend to happiness ; their 
opposites always produce mise- 
ry. It is true many worldly 
people put on the appearance of 
great pleasure, and would be 
thought to live im continual 
mirth. Their conduct strongly 
resembles that of the man who 
exhilarates his spirits with the 
intoxicating draught; and as 
most drunken men know their 
situation, so these votaries of 
pleasure are as unable to de- 
ceive themselves, as to impose 
upon others. The paroxysms 
of noisy mirth leave the soul 
empty, cheerless, and forlorn. 

We shall form the same con- 
clusion, if we attend to the at- 

estations of those best qualified 
to know the truth. Where can 
the religious man be found, who 
will not affirm that wtsdom’s 
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ways are pileasantness, and all 
her fraths peace ? That as far as 
he keeps the Divine law, he re- 
ceives an abundant reward, a 
reward which this world is too 
weak to take away ? Let it be 
remembered, that most religious 
men have experienced both the 
opposite courses of life, and are 
therefore the most competent 
judges. But if we refer to the 
wicked, their almost unanimous 
declaration corroborates the tes- 
timony of the believer. For 
tho’ they may not acknowledge 
Christians to be happy, they are 
far from asserting themselves 
to be so; and not unfrequently 
express themselves with much 
strength on the vexation, unsa- 
tisfying nature, and misery of 
this world. 

If we turn cur attention to the 
last scenes of life, when every 
motive to deception and artifice 
is driven far from the mind, and 
the soul is just about to make 
an awful entrance into eternity, 
we behold the impenitent sinner 
reviewing his past life with hor- 
ror, declaring all its enjoyments 
to have been vain and worth- 
less, and looking forward with 
anguish inexpressible ; while the 
good man with composure as- 
sures us, that all which he can 
call happiness has fallen to him 
in the paths of virtue, and that 
he most willingly commits his 
soul to the hands of his faithful 
Creator. 

Nor shall we be induced to al- 
ter our opinion, if we consider 
religion and the world as to 
their respective claims upon our 
service, merely on the ground 
of reason, laying aside, for the 
present, all other motives of de- 
termination. ‘The world is con- 
stantly varying, ever deceitful, 
utterly unable to fulfil any of its 
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engagements, of very short du- 
ration, and always under the di- 
rection of Him who can disap- 
point the counsels of the crafty, 
and bring to nought the wisdom 
ofthe prudent ; and it must ev- 
er be seen to be of this unlovely 
character : while religion is 
firm and stable, abundantly ful- 
fils all its promises, is depend- 
ent upon no created being, can 
be frustrated by no chance, dis- 
appointed by no plots of an en- 
emy; is of eternal duration, and 
continues like its author, wzthout 
variableness or shadow of turning. 
No man can be at a loss which 
has the most powerful demand 
on our hearts, did we only re- 
gard the happiness of this life. 
But farther, the Scripture it- 
self is the most powerful pleader 
for the excellency of religion ; 
I will therefore quote a number 
of passages, out of many more, 
which directly affirm the truth 
of the proposition I am endea- 
voring to establish. After a fer- 
vent supplication to the God of 
all grace, the inspired Psalmist 
exclaims, * For thou, Lord, wills 
bless the righteous ; with favor 
wilt thou compass him as with a 
shield.” What can be more de- 
sirable, what can more contri- 
bute to a happy serenity of mind, 
than tobe assured, amid all the 
uncertainty and disappointments 
of the world, that we are com- 
passed with the shield of Him, 
who is infinitely able and wil- 
ling to protect hisown. “ Great 
freace have they that love thy 
law; and nothing shall offend 
them,” is the devout exclama- 
ion of David, after taking a 
full view of the religious man’s 
state and prospects. Peace, in 
its largest and most important 
scnse, is an uncommon guest 
in this world, yet so greata 
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blessing is promised to the 
righteous without exception. — 
“ Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that geiteth 
understanding. Length of days 
isin her right hand ; and in her 
left hand riches and honor.’ Her 
ways are ways of fileasantness, 
and all her fiaths are fieace.”— 
What Solomon meant by wis- 
dom no person who reads _ his 
Bible need be informed; anda 
more ample or more beautiful at- 
attestationtothe happiness which 
attends religion even in this life 
cannot be required. An apos- 
tle has informed us, that godli- 
ness has the promise of the life 
that now is, as well as of the life 
to come ; and He that is great- 
er than Solomon, or the apostles 
whom he sent forth, has told us 
with his own mouth, that “ there 
is no man that hath left house, 
or parents, or brethren, or wife, 
or children, for the kingdom of 
God’s sake, who shall not re- 
ceive manifold more in this jre- 
sent time, and in the world toe 
come life everlasting.” 
C. Y. A. 
(To be continued). 


A view of Paul's exhortation te 
Christians to walk worthy of 
their vocation, recorded in i- 
fihesians iw. 1—6. 


'N the preceding part of the 
epistle, the apostle had treat- 
edin aclear and affecting man- 
ner, of the free love and grace 
of God, according to his eternal 
purpose, as the original source 
and first moving cause of the re- 
covery and salvation, the holi- 
ness and happiness of the whole 
church, and exhibited a summa- 
ry view of many of the capita! 
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truths of the gospel. He had 
described the awful state of de- 
pravity, guilt and misery, in 
which all are involved by nature 
and practice, and how God had 
called the saints of Ephesus out 
ofit, by quickening them togeth- 
er with Christ, bringing them 
nigh to himself, and introducing 
them into his family,and uniting 
‘believing Jews and Gentiles in 
one body, and building them on 
the same. foundation. And in 
the latter part of the third chap- 
ter he expressed a most sublime 
and comprehensive prayer for 
them, with which he bowed his 
knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, closed with 
one of the grandest doxologies 
recorded in the scriptures.— 
Hence, he proceeded to a prac- 
tical improvement of the glori- 
ous truths which he had stated, 
earnestly entreating and direct- 
ing them to an answerable and 


becoming conversation and be- 


haviour. He said, “ I therefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, be- 
seech you, that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called, with all lowliness and 
meckness, with long-suffer- 
ing, forbearing one another in 
love, endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your call- 
ing; one Lord, one faith, one 
Daptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all.” 

In this passage we may more 
particularly notice the following 
things, viz. 

I. That Paul, though he wrote, 
and addressed the Ephesians, as 
an afiostle of Jesus Christ, would 
have it particularly noticed, that 
he was then the firisoner of the 


Panl’s Exhortation to Christians. 





51 


Lord. He was then a prisoner, 
in bonds at Rome, not for any 
crime which he had committed, 
but for his faithfulness to the 
Lord Jesus Christ in preaching 
the gospel in its full extent, to 
both Jews and Gentiles ; and he 
was a prisoner by the wise dis- 
posal of the Lord, for the fur- 


ther advancement of his interest 


and glory, not only by preaching 
the gospel at Rome; but also 
by bearing the most honorable 
and convincing testimony to it, 
and contributing to its support 
and propagation by suffering in 
its defence. This consideration, 
that the apostle was thus a pri- 
soner of the Lord when he wrote, 
was suited to render his earnest 
entreaty and exhortation peculi- 
arly moving, affecting and forci- 
ble. 

Ii. The great thing, to which 
the apostle directed and earnest 
ly entreated and pressed them, 
was, to walk worthy of the vo- 
cation, that is, the calling where- 
with they were called. 

The calling of Christians is 
variously expressed and exhibit- 
edinthe New Testament, asin 
the following passages. Rom. 
i. 6,7. “ Among whom are ye 
also the called of Christ Jesus— 
called to be saints”’ Rom. viii. 
28, 29,30. “ We know that all 
things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them 
who are (he called according to 
his purpose. For whom he did 
foreknow healso did predestinate 


| to be conformed to the image of 


his Son. Moreover, whom he 
did predestinate, them he also 
called ; and whom he called, 
them he also justified ; and 
whom he justified, them he also 
glorified.” 1Cor.i. 9. “ God 
is faithful, by whom ye were 
called unto the fellowship of his 
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Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Phil. iii. 14. “ The high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.”— 
2 Thess. ii. 13, 14. % God hath 
from the beginning chosen you 
to salvation, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of 
the truth; whereunto Ae called 
vou by our gosfiel, to the obtain- 
ing of the glory of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” 2 Tim. i. 9.“ Who 
hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling.’ Web. i. 3. 
“ Holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling.’ 1 Pet. ii. 
9. “ Who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous 
light.” And chap. v. 10.“ Who 
hath called us unto his eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus.” 

The vocation, the calling, 










































































































































































} with which Christians are eall- 


ed, isa high,a holy and hea- 
venly calling. It comes from 
heaven, from God, and leads to 
and issues in the holiness, glory 
and happiness of the heavenly 
state. With this calling Chris- 
tians are called externally, by 
the word of God, and internally, 
by the effectual operation of the 
Holy Spirit. 

With respect to the Ephe- 
sians, to whom the exhortation 


-under consideration was prima- 


rily and more immediately ad- 
dressed, it appears from the 
foregoing chapters, that God 
had called them out of a state of 
death in trespasses and sins, into 
a state of life in union with 
Christ—from a state of condem- 
nation and wrath, into a state of 
justification and salvation—that 
he had called them ta himself, 
from whom they had been far 
off, and into his family, to be 
fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, 
to be built together in Christ for 
an habitation of God through 
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the Spirit. To walk worthy of 
this vocation is, in general, to 
live and act, to converse and be- 
have, with such a temper and 
spirit, and in such a manner, as 
is suitable and becoming, corres- 
pondent and answerable to its 
nature and import, and to the 
privileges, blessings and obdiga- 
tions implied in it and resulting 
from it. ‘This brings me to ob- 
serve, 

III. The apostle in the next 
words expressed, in a summary 
way, several things, which are 
necessary to and comprised in 
such a walk, importing, that it 
is to conduct and behave “ with 
all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love ; endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.” 

If Christians keep in view and 
maintain a proper sense of their 
former vile character, guilt and 
misery—of the infinite sove- 
reign grace of God, by which 
they have been called, and from 
which all their present privileges 
proceed-—of their continual de- 
pendence on Godand the merits 
of Christ, for all their happiness 
—of their utter unworthiness of 
the favors which they enjoy, and 
of the good which they have in 
prospect, it must appear fit and 
proper to entertain low and aba- 
sing thoughts of themselves, to 
conduct with all lowliness, hum- 
bleness of mind and meeckness— 
with mildness, candor and gen- 
tleness towards all; and also, 
with long-suffering, restraining 
their angry passions and resent- 
ments, and bearing long with 
affronts and provocations without 
retaliating or avenging them- 
selves ; and in the exercise of 
love to Christ and all that are 
his, and of benevolence to all 
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men, bearing with and overlook- 
ing one another’s indiscretions, 
weaknesses and follies, as far as 
may be without encouraging or 
countenancing iniquity. 

In this way, by such a temper 
and conduct, they should. en- 
deavor and make great exertions 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace—to preserve 
and maintain union and harmo- 
ny of heart and affection, which 
isa fruit of the Spirit of love, 
and will prove like a bond to 
bind and hold them together in 
peace. 

IV. The apostle having en- 
treated them to endeavor to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, added several 
particulars, which show the pro- 
priety and importance of this, 
and which ought to operate as 
aiguments and motives to it, 
viz. 

1. There is one body. The 
church of Christ is one body, of 
which he is the head and they 
the members. God hath given 
Christ to be head over all things 
to the church, which is his body, 
So Paul taught the Ephesians ; 
and to the Colossians he said 
expressly, “ He is the head of 
the body, the church.” 

2. There is also one Spirit 
appertaining to this one body. 
The same Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Christ the head, is 
communicated to and influences 
the whole body and every mem- 
ber of it, though in different 
measures and degrees, and pro- 
duces some measure of the same 
benevolent and holy temper in 
every member. They are all 
sealed with the same Holy Spi- 
ritof promise, and so certain 
is it, that every real disciple of 
Christ is a partaker of his Spirit, 
that the apostle expressly af- 
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firms, “If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his.” Rom. viii. 9. Hence 
union of heart and affection 
highly becomes them, and is 
necessary to and implied in such 
a walk as is answerable to the 
nature, duties and privileges of 


‘the calling with which they are 


called. 

3. The hope of their calling 
is also one—* Even as ye are 
called in one hope of your call- 
ing.” 

Paul told the Thessalonians, 
that God had called them to his 
kingdom and glory. The object 
of their hope is one, the same 
kingdom and glory of God, the 
same heavenly glory and happi- 
ness. And by their effectual 
calling there is produced or 
wrought in them the same kind 
of hope, a hope of the same 
nature, and built upon the same 
foundation. They are now the 
sons Of God; but it doth not 
yet appear what they shall be ; 
but they know that when he 
shallappear, they shall be like 
him ; for they shall see him as 
he is. 1 John iii. 2. Therefore 
they ought to be united in heart 
and afiection, and to live in love 
and peace, as fellow-heirs to and 
expectants of the same glorious 
inheritance. 

4, There is one Lord —The 
one Lord here intended is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom ail 
real Christians have a common 
interest, and to whom they stand 
in a common relation, as their 
head, Lord, lawgiver and king. 
See Isai. xxxiii. 22. “ The Lord 


is our judge, the Lord is our 
lawgiver, the Lord is our king.” 
And Matt. xxii. 8. “ But be not 
ye called Rabbi: for one is your 
Master, even Christ ; and alfve 
are brethren.” 
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Considered as members of 
civil society, different persons 
may be under the government 
of different lords or sovereigns, 
by whom they are respectively 
protected, and to whom they 
severally owe subjection and 
obedience. But it is not so 
with Christians, the called of 
God, as such. But all real 
Christians of every country and 
nation, and of every order and 
condition, church officers and 
private members, freemen and 
servants, high and low, rich and 
poor, old and young,’ the weak 
and the strong, have one Lord 
Jesus Christ, in whom they 
have a common interest as the 
lawgiver and king of the whole 
church, the head, protector and 
saviour of the whole body and 
every member of it, to whom 
they all owe subjection and obe- 
dience, of whose kiragdom they 
are fellow-subjects, of whose bo- 
dy they are fellow-members, and 
in whose righecusness and mer- 
its, favor and love,and unsearch- 
able riches, they have acom- 
mon interest. Hence arise to 
view weighty reasons, 
ments and motives to love one 
another with a pure ‘heart fer- 
vently, and to harmonize in 
their sentiments and views, af- 
fections and pursuits, endeav- 
ouring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. 

5. There is likewise one faith, 
common to all the members of 
the one body of the one Lord Je- 
sus Christ 

But is it not a notorious fact, 
that professing Christians are 
divided into many different sects 
and denominations, not only of 
different, but even of contradic- 
tory faiths? Are not their creeds 
and confessions of faith, not only 


cifferent, but likewise contrary. 
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to one another ? And must we 
not suppose that their faith is 
different, as well as their creeds, 
confessions and articles of faith ? 
And yet is it not generally be- 
lieved, that there are some real 
Christians, effectually called of 
God, among most or all of the 
different denominations of pro- 
fessingChristians? How then can 
it be said, that there is one faith 
common to the one body of the 
one Lord Jesus Christ ?—Doubt- 
less some hold opinions incon- 
sistent with their being real 
Christians. And there is un- 
doubtedly a considerable diver- 
sity In the opinions not only of 
professing and visible, but also 
of real Christians, in many res- 
pects, or in regard to many par- 
ticulars, which may be held con- 
sistently with believing the es- 
sentials of Christianity. Of con- 
sequence, there may be a con- 
siderable diversity in the exer- 
cises of the minds of real Chris- 
tians, which have some relation 
to or connection with their faith. 
But all this notwithstanding, 
there isone faith common to al! 
real Christians. For,- 

1.) The one Lord of Cbris- 
tians has given for all one doc- 
trine and rule of faith ; though 
some of them understand it 
much better than others, and re- 
tain fewer opinions different from 
or contrary to it than others do. 
All real Christians believe and 
receive the holy scriptures as 
the one common rule of faith, 
which their Lord hath given 
them ; and in this respect they 
have one faith. But their un- 
derstanding of the doctrine and 
rule of faith is very imperfect 
and defective; and some of them 
quite mistake the meaning of 
some things contained in it, and 
entertain opinions repugnant tou. 
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2.) The faith of all real Chris- 
tians as such is one in regard to 
its principal object, viz. the one 
Lord Jesus Christ, though some 
have vastly clearer and more 
just ideas of him and of the way 
of salvation by him, than oth- 
ers, and entertain less erroneous 
opinions concerning him. Hence, 

3.) All real Christians are uni- 
ted in believing and building on 
the same essential, fundamental 
truths of the gospel ; tho’ some 
place much more wood, hay and 
stubble, than others, in the buil- 
ding which they erect onthe same 
foundation. 1 Cor. ili. 9.—15. 

4.) The faith exercised by re- 
al Christians is one in its nature, 
the same in kind. They all ob- 
tain like frrecious faith in the 
righteousness of their God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. And the 
faith of every real Christian isa 
faith which worketh by love. 
Compare 2 Pet.i. 1. with Gal. 
v. 6. Hence, Christians have a 
weighty argument to labor to 
keep theunity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. Again, 

6. There is one baptism— 
By one Spirit all the effect- 
ually called are baptized into one 
hody, whether they be Jews or 
Gentiles, bond or free. 1. Cor. 
xi. 13, In this respect, the 
baptism of all is one,—the same 
in itsnature, tendency and fruits, 
though shared in different de- 
erees by different members of 
the same body. And the exter- 
nal baptism, by which the inter- 
nal is represented and signified, 
1S one inits general nature and 
import. Without any discus- 
sion of the different opinions of 
professing Christians, with re- 
spect to the subjects and mode of 
batism, it may be said in gener- 
«1, that one baptism is instituted 
by Christ for all the members of 
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his body or church, whereby 
they are visibly consecrated to, 
and bound to acknowledge and 
cleave to, and serve and trust in 
the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, as the one only 
true God and their God. Mat. 
XxVill. 19,20. Hence, by their 
baptism they are bound to be of 
one heart and one soul, and to 
act accordingly. The apostle 
adds, 

7. “ One God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all.” Since God 
created all things without ex- 
ception, and upholds and gov- 
erns all, and his influence per- 
vades all, he may be said to be 
the Father of all things, above, 
and through, and in all. Yet I 
conceivethe apostle, in this place, 
has a special reference only to 
all Christians—to all who are 
comprised in the one body of the 
one Lord, as intimated by the re- 
strictive clause, “i you all.”— 
One and the same God is, in 
a peculiar and distinguishing 
sense, the covenant God and 
Father of all whom he hath ef- 
fectually called—of all real 
Christians without distinction. 
They all stand in the same re- 
lation to him as his freofile, yea, 
as his spiritual offspring and a- 
dopted children, and have a com- 
mon interest in him as their 
Ged and Father. He is infinite- 
ly superior to and above them 
all, in his nature and perfection, 
authority and dominion. They 
are nothing in comparison with 
him. In him they all live and 
move and have their sfiriiual as 
well as matural being. And he 
is through them all. His influ- 
ence pervades the whole mys- 
tical body of Christ, and every 
part and member of it, to uphold 





and govern, guide and nourish 
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56 The Conversion 
them ; and im them he dwells 
by his Spirit. Hence it is pe- 
culiarly fit and important that 
they should, and they are under 
special obligations to acknowl- 
edge and cleave to and trust in 
and obey him, with united hearts 
and affections, as their God and 
Father, as children of the same 
common parent, loving and 
treating one another as breth- 
ren, and members of the same 
spiritual family, and joint-heirs 
of the same glorious inheri- 
tance. 

This view will be closed with 
a few very brief reflections. 

1. Into what an honorable 
and happy state and relation are 
Christians called? And how 
great and distinguishing are their 
privileges ‘ 

2. How numerous and weigh- 
ty are the reasons and motives 
for allreal Christians to main- 
tain and exhibit a humble, meek, 
patient, condescending and mu- 
tually forbearing and forgiving 
temper and conduct—to culti- 
vate and express the spirit of 
love to one another,—of union, 
harmony and peace, as though 
they were of one heart and one 
soul ? 

3S. How greatly would it re- 
commend Christianity, and how 
‘amiable would it appear, if the 
professors of it did generally 
walk worthy of the Christian vo- 
cation, in such a manner as is 
answerable to and becoming the 
calling with which real Chris- 
tianszre called by God! But, 

4. How unlike to what the 
walk of Christians ought to be, 
is the visible walk of the greater 
part of those who bear the 
Christian name? And what a 
Melancholy view doth this pre- 
seMt before us ’—May profess- 





ing Christians of every denom- 


of an Infidel. [Aucusr. 
ination be hence led to a seri- 
ous and impartial self-examin- 
ation,—receive instruction, and 
give all diligence to walk wor- 
thy of the vocation with which 
they profess to be called ! 


To tue Eprrors or THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

BEING fully persuaded that 
you are desirous of obtaining all 
the information, which will con- 
tribute to raise devotion and gra- 
titude in the hearts of Zion’s 
friends, and to force conviction 
on the minds of infidels and un- 
believers, I take the opportuni- 
ty to give you the following ac- 
count of the conversion of an in- 
fidel in this place ; wishing you, 
if you think proper, to give it a 
place in your useful Magazine. 


CERTAIN man from 
New-England, about a 

year and a half ago, settled a 
near neighbor to me ; and as my 
practice is among my parishion- 
ers, I went and paid him an eve- 
ning visit. I soon introduced 
religious conversation, which 
contiaued till late in the evening. 
By conversing, I found him to 


be a violent opposer of religion | 


and the doctrines of grace. He 
would not admit the truth of re- 
velation. Some part of it, he 
said, was true. But those pas- 
sages, Which did not comport 
with his carnal reasoning, he 
conceived to be priestcraft, or 
the work of some cunning de- 
ceiver. 

He said that there were typ 
graphical mistakes, especially 
where the doctrine of decrees 
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and election were mentioned. If 
this was not the case, he could 
not believe that the apostles be- 
lieved as they wrote; and the 
only plea he could make for his 
opinion was, that the sentiments 
did not look reasonable to him ; 
therefore he could not believe 
them. He said that the divinity 
of Christ was contrary to rea- 
son. Reason does not teach me 
that such a conception could be, 
and that a God could be clothed 
with humanity. 

The doctrine of the Trinity 
had no place in his creed. This 
was also an absurdity, imposed 
upon men by cunning priest- 
craft. He believed in the im- 
mortality of the soul, but deni- 
ed man’s accountability. He be- 
lieved, that when men die, they 
goto rest. He denied the ne- 
cessity of a change of heart, for 
that man had never committed 


a crime deserving of eternal pu- 


nishment. This led me to en- 
quire his views of the divine 
law, and the nature of a breach 
of it. Hesaid, the law of God 
was but a finite law given to a 
finite creature, and a_transgres- 
sion was deserving of but a fi- 
nite punishment. There now 
appeared to be an opportunity 


to confound him in his own: 


scheme. I embraced it, and 
granted him the supposition — 
[told him, it was good reason- 
ing then, to suppose that obedi- 
ence toa finite law, was deserv- 
ing only of a finite happiness. 
Ife found himself now difficul- 
ted, and his favorite scheme 
over-turned, and knew not how 
to rectify it but by flying from 
this to some other subject. 

rom a review of our evening’s 
conference, I concluded him to 
be a Deistical Universalist ; as 
he afterward acknowledged.— 

Vol. VIL. No. 2. 
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This interview made some con- 
siderable impression on his mind, 
but not so as to make him sen- 
sible of the importance of an in- 
ternal change. He afterward 
constantly attended divine ser- 
vice, and gave special attention 
to what was said. I occasionally 
preached the distinguishing doc- 
trines of grace, which appeared 
the height of folly to him. He 
often mentioned his dislike to 
these doctrines, especially to his 
son who was a member of the 
church. 

The solemnity which appear- 
ed in his countenance, and the 
constant attendance upon divine 
worship attracted the notice of 
the church and people. And it 
was said by some, that he atten- 
ded meeting by far more con- 
stantly, than ever before in his 
life. 

There was nothing more very 
especial which appeared until 
about the first of July last, when 
his wife united with the church. 
She had experienced a work of 
grace, some time before, but by 
reason of the opposition she met 
with from her husband, she ne- 
ver offered herself to a church 
before. I asked him if he was 
willing she should be propound- 
ed to the church. He said he 
was willing, if she thought her- 
selfa fit subject. 

Her uniting with the church 
was the first thing that awaken- 
ed him, as he afterwards ac- 
knowledged. 

He reflected upon the thought 
ofhis wife’s being a Christian 
and going to heaven, while he 
was left behind. 

This passage struck his mind 
with force : “ Two shall be in 
the field, the one shall be taken, 
and the other left.” 

This he could not endure, and 
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resolved, from this time to seek 
an interest in Christ. He strove 
to conceal his convictions. About 
the 23d of August we hada 
preparatory lecture, and after 
that a church conference, which 
we usually do, in which he tarri- 
ed. He appeared uncommonly 
solemn, as though he would sink 
into the earth. I felt for him, 
but said nothing tohim. The 
Tuesday following, I preached at 
the funeral of a child, from these 
words : “ Have I not a right to 
do what I will with mine own ?” 
Which made no small impres- 
sion upon his mind. I visited 
him in the evening, and found 
him as distressed a creature as 
almost I ever saw. 

I desired to know his wants. 
He said, he wanted the pardon 
ofsin. Iam a sinner, such a 
great sinner, that there is no 
mercy for me. Christ cannot 
have mercy on such a wretch 
as Tam, I have denied him so 
often. I asked him if he did 
not wish, or expect to do some- 
thing to justify him before God. 
Have you never done any thing 
that is good ? have you no good- 
ness at heart? He answered, 
No. Ifever Lam saved it will 
be by faith in Jesus Christ. I 
do not wish to be saved any oth- 
er way. I have never done any 
thing good. And there is no 
goodness in me ; Lam filed with 
sin and rebellion. 

His whole cry was, Lord Je- 
sus, have mercy on me a sinner. 
His tears bespoke the feeling of 
his heart. I exhorted him as I 
thought proper, and becought 
him to put his trust in Christ, 
and believe in him to the saving 
of his soul. As I was about to 
leave him, he desired me to pray 
with him. I felt my soul con- 
siderably drawn out for the poor 
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man, groaning under a sense of 
guilt. A number of the church 
visited him, and his wife acted 
the part of a faithful Christian 
wife. His distress increased ; 
his couch was watered with his 
tears ; his sleep departed from 
him. His cries and groans were 
painful to hear. He could nei- 
ther eat, rest, nor labor. He read 
the Bible constantly, and by 
turns Dr. Belamy’s works, and 
Dr. Doddridge’s Rise and Pro- 
gress of Religion. These all 
condemned him, but he could not 
lay them aside. 

_ I frequently visited him ; his 
burden was almost intolerable. 
The doctrines of the gospel ap- 
peared dreadful to him, especial- 
ly decrees and election. I la- 
bored with him, and strove to 
turn his mind to those things 
which more immediately con- 
cerned him ; but all in vain. 
The great Head of the Church 
designed he should be brought 
to believe these truths, by be- 
coming a Christian indeed. 

I strove then to lead his mind 
into a belief of these doctrines, 
and unfolded them tohim as clear- 
ly aspossible. I gave him a ser- 
mon to read, preached by the 
Rev. B. Hotchkin, befcre the 
Presbytery of New-Lebanon ; 
and one by the Rev. D. Porter, 
of Catskill, on free agency and 
moral necessity. And also an 
ordination sermon, by the Rev. 
S. Fuller, on the gospel the 
mean of salvation. He still 
remained unconvinced. It tru- 
ly belongs to the Holy Spirit, to 
guide men into all truth. Ata 
certain time I conversed with 
him upon the subject of prayer. 
He informed me that he prayed 
in secret. I desired to know 
what he thought of the duty of 
family prayer. He said he knew 
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it to be a duty, and it was so im- 
pressed upon him that he had 
attempted it with his wife. But 
the cross was so great that he 
could not pray before his chil- 
dren. However, shortly the 
Lord opened his mouth. There 
still remained the want, in his 
own apprehension, of an interest 
in Christ, and the burden at 
times was rolled with double 
weight upon him, till it seemed 
he must die; when one night 


he sat up late to read and pray 


after his family was retired, un- 
til at last, being worn out, the 
fiesh being weak, he retired and 


some time elapsed before he fell 


asleep. As soon as he awoke 
in the morning, it appeared to 
him he was in a new world ; that 
burden of guilt by the grace of 
God, was removed. He now 
had a comfortable assurance, 
that Jesus Christ hath power on 
earth to forgive sins. This was 
the happiest morn he ever saw. 
Every thing now praised God ; 
and it was now that he experi- 
enced the truth'of thatsaying,— 
“ Sorrow continueth for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning.” 
He now saw the loveliness of the 
divine character and law. He 
now believed in the truth of 
God’s word, and felt himselfa 
witness of God’s electing love. 
H{e felt no longer disposed to 
wrangle with the doctrines of 
the gospel, but appeared cordial- 
ly to embrace them. He felt it a 
c:ity to profess Christ publicly 
before men. He made applica- 
tion to the church, and on the 
first Tuesday in January, he re- 
Jated a work of grace in a public 
assembly, and answered many 
questions in theology, to the full 
satisfaction of the church. He 
was propounded, and on the 26th 
of the same month he appeared 
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ina crowded assembly and as- 
sented to the doctrines of grace 
as contained in the Bible. He 
was cordially received into the 
bosom of the church, and has 
since appeared to walk worthy 
of his vocation. Our hopes are, 
that he will, according to the 
ability given him, be a worthy 
member in Christ’s church. 

That the work of God may 
revive, the gospel be preached 
with success, and the blessing 
of God attend your endeavors 
to promote piety by your useful 
Magazine, is the prayer of your 
affectionate brother in Christ 
Jesus. 

WILi1AM WILLIAMs. 

Worcester, (Otsego Co. 

N. Y.) Feb. 18, 1806. : 


——2 + eo 


To THE EpiTors or THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE, 


SHOULD it appear that 
the insertion of any part, or the 
whole, of the following short 
narrative in your useful publica- 
tion, may in any way contribute 
to the honor of the great Re- 
deemer, it is cheerfully submit- 


ted to your disposal. A.C. 
RS. Jerusha Catlin, the 
wife of Doctor Abel Catlin 

2d. of Litchfield, was the third 

daughter of the Rev. Richard 

Ely of Saybrook, 

The goodness and power of 
God were reriarkably displayed 
in making her an early subject 
of serious and religious impres- 
sions. The death of a beloved 
brother (next older than herself) 
that took place before she was 
four years old, was apparent- 
ly the cause of such early and 
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serious enquiry. From that 
time, until her decease, secret 
frrayer was constantly practised. 
With a mind naturally investi- 
gating, and thus inclined, her 
knowledge in spiritual things 
far exceeded children in such 
an age. With a constitution 
uncommonly feeble and delicate, 
she was through life, subject to 
long and painful sickness. Be- 
fore she was twelve years of 
age, she suffered at one time 
three years of very distressing 
sickness and confinement. In 
this period, her patience and 
submission were remarkable. 

Atthe age of about sixteen, 
she suffered a time from dark- 
ness and doubts, probably more 
so, than at all other periods of 
her life ; but the time was short, 
being enabled to put her entire 
dependence on Him, who having 
once loved, loves unto the end. 

For the last twenty years of 
her life, few, perhaps, can be 
found to equal, none to exceed 
her in the enjoyment of pure 
and intimate converse with her 
God arid Redeemer. With the 
graces of the Christian she 
possessed, in a conspicuous de- 
gree,a sweetness of temper,anda 
mind clear and discviminating, 
and well stored with useful in- 
formation. The scriptures were 
her daily study, her knowledge 
of them was great ; she was 
surpassed by few in ability to 
defend the grounds of the Chris- 
tian faith and hupe against the 
cavils and sophistry of infidels. 
She took great delight in sacred 
poetry, and was able generally 
to repeat on every occasion, a 
pertinent passage. 

In her birth-day reflections, 
that occurred in the year 1799, 
she says, “ At the age of eigh- 
* teen, I entered the list of the 
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‘followers of the Lamb, and 
‘ subscribed myself a friend to 
‘the blessed Immanuel? But 
‘alas, how cold and hard has 
my heart been to the best of 
friends, to the Saviour of my 
soul, to the preserver of my 
body! The bed of sickness 
on which I have a long time 
been laid the year past, has 
not suitably drove me to the 
fountain of health and peace 
that is ever full, and overflow- 
ing with love ! 

‘ Health, peace and compe- 
tence have been bestowed ; 
my proud heart has sought 
too much its gratifications in 
the enjoyment of carthly good, 
and been prone to forget 
that better country, the hea- 
venly inheritance. The rod of 
affiiction, in removing a tender 
and beloved mother from this 
world, hasbeen suffered tolight 
upon me, which I have not 
duly regarded. Sickness, pain 
and distress have been sent 
and brought me to the side of 
the grave, and placed eternity 
full in my view, and the voice 
of Almighty power hath eased, 
released and healed me from 
time to time. O my soul ! what 
shall I render to the Lord for 
all his benefits! What hath 
‘ the Lord required of me, but to 
‘ 70 justly, love mercy and walk 
‘humble with my God.” In 
the summer of 1800, she was 
suddenly attacked with a sick- 
ness, which she noticed in the 
following manner, “ A sudden 
‘ indisposition attacked me the 
‘ summer past, which apparent- 
‘ly threatened me with imme- 
‘diate death. Some of my 
* senses were suspended, (though 
‘ blessed be God, my reason did 
‘not depart) when some that 
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‘ pulse ceased to beat, they tho’t 
‘ T was gone—I understood their 
‘language, and thought proba- 
‘ble the next mornimg sun 
« would shine on my breathless 
« corpse! And though darkness 
‘ was spread over my eye-balls, 
« rays of heavenly light seemed 
«to break in upon my soul, 
‘ which enabled me to see the 
‘blessed Saviour stand as a 
‘ surety between an angry God 
« anda sinful, polluted worm ; to 
« plead his own spotless purity. 
«And more than ever did I 
«discover the pollution of my 
«heart, and how insufficient 
« were the best services of sin- 
‘ners to acquit them in the day 
‘ of judgmert. 
“‘ The blood of Christ, and that alone 
“ Hath power sufficient to atone.” 
‘The Lord was pleased to 
‘restore me again to health. I 
‘ still remember my sufferings, 
‘but alas! how is my sinful 
‘ heart proneto forget the source 
‘from whence every temporal 
‘ and spiritual blessing flows !” 
After two or three years of 
sufferings from the complaint 
that ended her days ; she re- 
marks, “ The great disposer of 
‘ all things sees fit still to contin- 
* ueme in thisstate of probation, 
‘Imay add severe trial! His 
‘hand is heavy upon me, and 
‘Tam sore broken from day to 
‘day by bodily pains and accu- 
‘ mulated distress, yet his faith- 
‘ fulness faileth not. He doth not 
‘permit the adversary, to try 
‘me by doubts and darkness as 
‘to an interest in Jesus Christ, 
‘ and acceptance in the beloved. 
‘ Preserve me, O Lord, from 
‘ self-deception in the most im- 
‘ portant of all things, and the 
‘only thing of importance.” 
In the winter of 1805, in her 
birth-day reflections, she says, 
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“ As my frail and mortal frame 
‘in the past year has received 
‘new tokens of decay, new 
‘threatenings of dissolution, it 
* may be, nay it is probably writ- 
‘ ten in the decrees of the King 
of heaven, “ this year thou 
shalt die” —probably of distres- 
sing pain and loathsome dis- 
ease !! I have ever thought” 
that death by 2 cancer puts on 
its most terrible 2rray. But I 
fear the grim tyrant has receiv- 
ed commission in that array to 
bring me to the dust of death ! 
Thou, Lord, who knowest my 
heart knowest assuredly that I 
would not dictate to the Al- 
mighty, or oppose my will to 
thine any more than my pow- 
er, who am frail dust and 
crushed before the moth; yet 
if consistent with thy will, pre- 
serve me from such a_ painful 
death ; but not my will but chine 
be done ! If greater honor and 
glory may redound to thy holy 
name in any way by my bodily 
sufferings, I humbly resign it 
to thy will from whom I first 
received it. And grant, that 
while suffering pains in my 
flesh, my spirit may be purifi- 
ed from its original and actual. 
sins, and that I may never 
faint under thy chastening hand! 
I ask of Thee the graces of, 
patience, humility and charity; 
may they abound in my heart, 
and produce a life of holy fear, 
a jealous watchfulness over all 
my words, actions and tho’ts, 
and cause me to adorn that 
holy religion which I have pro- 
fessed, and may I never cast 
a stumbling block in the way 
of others! May I always. 
watch and pray, Jest I enter 
‘into temptation!” In about 
six weeks after writing this last 
reflection, her complaint increas- 
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ed to that degree, that rendered 
her confinement complete, and 
every day appeared as though it 
would be her last. Her pains 
and distress were very great. 
Being visited one day by an aged 
clergyman, and finding her 
writhing in extreme pain, he 
asked her about her /fa7¢h and 
views of death ; she replied to 
this purpose, “QO Sir, I feel 
“myself sure on the merits of 
* a Saviour, and am thankful that 
‘my great work is Kot to be 
* done at this time, the pains of 
“my body would engross too 
* muchof my attention ; I should 
‘be ina poor situation to pre- 
‘ pare for eternity—the sick and 
* dying bed is a poor and uncer- 
‘ tain place to make preparation 
‘for death and judgment.”— 
After nearly three months, she 
had for a few days a partial re- 
lief, that gave some ground of 
expectation of a recovery. On 
one of those days, a friend found 
her at a time much affected ; 
being importuned to know the 
cause, afier much intreaty, she 
said, “ I fear it is -the will of 
* my heavenly Father to further 
‘try my faith and patience, by 
‘ sending me back into life again, 
‘ without a prospect of useful- 
‘ness—I hoped my journey 
‘ was nearly done, pain I can 
‘ bear, but I long to be free from 
‘ indwelling sin.—I feel like the 
‘mariner who has suffered a 
‘long and tempestuous voyage, 
‘and just come in sight of the 
‘desired haven, and is again 
‘ driventosea. I thought I was 
‘near my //aven, my desired 
‘ port where God and mySaviour 
‘ live, where my best friends and 
‘kindred dwell.’ She remain- 
ed in a very painful and helpless 
condition from March to the 
22d of October following. Tho’ 
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her sufferings were great, she 
never was heard to utter a mur- 
mur, ora sigh—-she considered 
all as from Him who never wil- 
lingly afflicts or grieves—but 
corrects in mercy.—She retain- 
ed for the most part, the entire 
use of her reason, for which she 
always expressed great thank- 
fulness. She conversed with 
cheerfulness on every subject, 
particularly on such as related 
to her great change. The sys- 
tematic care and accuracy for 
which she was through life dis- 
tinguished, were remarkable to 
the last. As the change was 
taking place, she was sensible 
of it, and wished the family to 
be called to witness the event, 
and withoutasigh, ora groan, 
we humbly trust, breathed out 
her soul into the arms of her 
God and Saviour—Perhaps an 
extract from the Sermon on 
the occasion of her death, by 
herreverend Pastor, may fur- 
ther illustrate her character — 
The discourse was from St. 
Paul to the Hebrews, “ That ye 
be not slothful but followers of 
them, who through faith and pfia- 
tience tuherit the firomises.” 
After reading some extracts 
from her writings, he proceeds, 
“ Heruniform appearance, in her 
‘ confinement throughout, which 
* was about six or seven months, 
was im accordance with the 
sentiments here expressed.— 
Though for the greater part 
of this time, she was racked 
with distressing pain, rarely a 
groan or a sigh was heard to 
escape her. Her faith seem- 
ed to carry her above all bodily 
sufferings, and to inspire her 
with that patience which was 
necessary to go through ali, 
with which it seemed good to 
her heavenly Father, to try 
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‘her. Thus supported, she 
went through it, not with the 
stout-hearted fortitude of a 
philosopher, but with the hum- 
ble resignation of a Christian. 
That naturally amiable and 
sweet serenity and cheerful- 
ness, which always, while in 
usual health, made those a- 
round her happy, never forsook 
her to the last. It was often re- 
marked of her, on a sick bed, 
that she received and enter- 
tained her friends, with all her 
usual affability and attention. 
When standing by her bed-side, 
and observing her countenance 
serene, I have asked if I was 
mistaken in supposing her 
free from bodily pain, to which 
she has often replied that every 
limb and joint was affected 
with severe and distressing 
anguish. Faith and patience, 
great is thy; power! great is 
thy consolation! Armed with 
these our departed sister was 
raised completely above the 
fear of death. 

‘ During the whole period of 
her last confinement, she was 
uninterruptedly blessed with a 
cloudless sky ; with the sun 
of righteousness illuminating 
her inward man, warming 
and cheering her affections, by 
his heavenly beams. Raised 
above fears or doubts, she had 
the most longing desire to de- 
part, Lever heard expressed. 
Being uniformly favored with 
Clear and satisfactory views, 
she couldsay,“ Lord now lettes: 
thou thy servant defiart in fieace, 
* for my eyes have seen thy salva- 
*tzan.” Never did Isee more 
‘joy, in the countenance of a 
‘ child, when, after long absence, 
‘it was about to be restored to 
* the embraces of its fond pa- 
“rents, than I saw expressed in 
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‘ hers, when, a few weeks before 
*‘ her death, her neighbors came 
* in expecting to see her breathe 
* her last ; and when she herself 
‘ supposed her hour of release 
‘had come. Her desires to de- 
* part, however, as she one day 
very accurately remarked to 
me, were not desires to be 
released from pain, so much 
as from remaining sin which 
was her greatest burden. They 
were the desires of faith, pro- 
perly tempered with quiet and 
patient submission to the will 
of God. But the bed of lan- 
guishing does not exhibit all, 
nor the greater part of the 
excellency in her character, 
worthy of imitation. The 
things already mentioned are 
but single stars in that constel- 
lation of virtues, that adorned 
her character. All who knew 
her, well remember, and will 
long remember how the do- 
mestic and social virtues shone: 
conspicuous among a_ host 
of others. All acquainted 
with her, know with what pro- 
priety she filled the station 
alloted her in life ;* and im 
how exemplary a manner she 
discharged the respective offi- 
ces*of a wife and head of a 
family, and guide and instruc- 
tress of youth, and of the friend 
and neighbor. As she lived, 
so she died at last in the tri- 
umphs of that faith which had 
been so often tried, and of that 
patience, in the exercise of 
which she had been so long 
waiting ¢o inherit the firce 
mises.” 
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“ Reader, may’st thou obtain like 
precious faith, 

Tosmile in anguish, and rejoice in 
death.” 
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From the Christian Observer. 
To THE Epi1ToR. 


Sir, 

HE narrative which you 

lately published of the last 
hours of the Hon. Mr. Newport, 
speaks with so powerful a voice, 
as can scarcely fail to com- 
mand the serious notice and con- 
sideration of all who are not ju- 
dicially hardened into inatten- 
tion. While we shudder at the 
dreadful scene, we recognize the 
mercy as well as the terrors of 
the Almighty, who doubtless in- 
tended, that the extraordinary 
manifestation ofdivine vengeance 
in the sufferings of this unhappy 
man, should deter all who should 
see or hear of them, from enter- 
ing into those infidel paths which 
had so fearful a termination. 

The lessons indeed, which 
this story inculcates, are soclear- 
ly as well as so convincingly 
taught, as to require no com- 
mentary or illustration. 

The history of this unhappy 
man has powerfully, however, 
enforced on me one conclusion, 
on which I am desirous of trou- 
bling you with a few thoughts ; 
the rather, because its impor- 
tance appears to me to be com- 
monly tvo little regarded in 
practice, even by those from 
whom it might be expected to 
receive the greatest attention. I 
mean the extreme importance 
of thoroughly grounding young 
men, especially those who are 
to mix much with the world, in 
the evidences and ‘proofs of the 
truth of revelation in general, 
and of its leading doctrines and 
principles. This ought to be 
concidered as a fundamental part 
of education ; indeed, as by far 
the most important part. Sure- 
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ly, this is a truth too obvious to 
be questioned. Are we form- 
ing the future member of a ci- 
vilized community? We are 
also training an heir of immor- 
tality. Here he is to be but a 
stranger and a pilgrim, who is 
on his way to a better country, 
where he is to dwell for ever. 
What but insanity then, would 
deliberately employ all the care 
and attention in making prepa- 
rations for the transitory pas- 
sage, with an utter neglect of all 
that should benecessary after the 
journey should have been com- 
pleted, for the utility or happi- 
ness of his future life ? or rather, 
to put the case more accurately, 
with utter inattention to the on- 
ly means by which that future 
life can be secured from the cer- 
tainty of extreme and never 
ending misery ! 

But it may be replied, we 
would imbue our young man 
with principles, and habits of 
Christianity, though we cannot 
think it necessary to make him 
master cf the proofs and eviden- 
ces ofits divine original. There 
is also a strange notion too com- 
monly current, that studying the 
evidences of Christianity often 
tends to infuse doubts and ob- 
jections which would net other- 
wise occur, thereby producing 
at first a disputatious and cap- 
tious turn of mind, which often 
leads at length to downright scep- 
ticism. All the fou:dation there 
is for this argument, is grounded 
on the circumstance of our some- 
times meeting with certain shal- 
low characters, who falsely pre- 
tendtoa degree of reading- which 
they do not possess, and of con- 
sideration which they have ne- 
ver exercised. It is the igno- 

ance however, not the know- 
ledge of these smatterers which 
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has been injurious to them. 

Here inthe language of the poet, 

Tis shallow draughts intoxicate the 
brain, 

But drinking largely, sobers us again. 


In truth, it would be strange 
indeed, if the case were other- 
wise. The Almighty has com- 
pounded our minds of two great 
faculties, the understanding, and 
the will, which last comprehends 
the affections ; and should we 
not therefore, prior to experi- 
ence, be led to presume, that 
our holy religion, in vindicating 
its claim to a divine original, 
would address itself to both these 
faculties : That while it should 
appeal to the heart, and provide 
for its reception by the holy and 
happy affections which it should 
there call forth, so it should also 
produce ‘arguments and proofs, 
to which it should require our 
attention, and the serious consi- 
deration of which should lead us 
to recognize more clearly its 
character of heavenly wisdom. 
But it is well worthy of remark, 
that the heart cannot be power- 
fully affected, unless the under- 
standing be first thoroughly con- 
vinced, and the assent decisively 
obtained. The great masters of 
oratory among the ancients well 
knew this, and one of their most 
important rules was grounded 
onthe principle. In truth, ev- 
ery day’s experience mightalone 
serve to impress the same con- 
clusion. What can be the cause, 
why men, sufficiently wakeful to 
their interests in other cases, 
are continually hearing, and al- 
most falling asleep from mere 
indifference while they are hear- 
ing, of the terrors of hell and 
the joys of heaven? Is it not 
that some secret and sceptical 
doubt of the truth of these 
things has tainted the mind, 
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and rendered the feelings in- 
accessible ? Solong as men ac- 
knowledge the reality of these 
invisible things, there is some 
hope of them ; the way to their 
feelings is at least open; we 
may expect, in some favorable 
concurrence of circumstances, 
to animate their hopes or alarm 
their fears ; but when once be- 
come sceptical, the very ground 
on which we should place our 
battery, is cut from under us, 
and our assault is at an end.— 
Let this truth be ever borne in 
mind, by all whose profession 
renders it their duty to endeavor 
to influence the hearts and work 
on the feelings of men ;—and 
letthem, if they observe their 
hearers remain unmoved, while 
considerations, in their own na- 
ture and importance the most 
affecting, are urged on them, 
strive to discover, whether there 
may not be some lurking princi- 
ple of unbelief, more or less 
strong, which bars all approach- 
es to the heart. Let people re- 
member also, in their own prac- 
tice, the important position which 
IT have been laying down; and 
let them be aware, that the un- 
belief of which I have been 
speaking, may produce power- 
ful effects, though it may not 
assume the shape of a formal 
argument, or the substance of a 
distinct objection. Such is the 
nature of the human mind, that 
amere floating cloud of incre- 
dulity, the confused hesitating 
suggestion of.a hope, that all 
may not be true, or not true 
at least to the extent of what 
is stated, may be sufficient to 
impair,or destroy the efficiency 
of arguments and statements 
otherwise the most powerful 
and affecting. But to quit this 
subject, on which, on account ef 
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its extreme practical importance, 
Thope I shall be forgiven for 
dwelling so long ; in examining 
whether or not we ought to 
make ourselves masters of the 
evidences of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, we need not argue, as 
‘wwe have hitherto done, ‘from 
probability only, what we might 
expect to be the case. Let us 
rather declare what the fact ac- 
tually is. It has pleased God to 
furnish many strong evidences 
both external and internal of 
the truth of Christianity, and 
surely this alone isa sufficient 
indication of his will, that we 
should carefully observe and se- 
riously consider them. We 
know how heavy a charge is 
laid against those * who consider 
not the operations of the divine 
hand,” and it is expressly men- 
tioned as acrime in others, that 
they neglected the inferences 
afforded by the ordinary course 
of nature; of the being and provi- 
dences of God ; and can it then 
be otherwise than criminal, to 
be inattentive to these evidences 
and proofs, which God himself 
has graciously furnished of the 
religion which comes from him? 
Again, the Almighty has gra- 
ciously raised up, from time to 
time, men, whose understand- 
ings and researches have been 
successfully devoted to this ho- 
norable service ; and is not this 
an intimation on his part, that 
we should listen to their lessons? 
And it is farther worthy of re- 
mark, that proofs of the divine 
authority of Christianity have 
generally been furnished, in pro- 
‘portion as, from the peculiar 
circumstances of the times, they 
might seem to be wanted. In 
our own days, for instance, 
when, from various causes which 
it is not difficult to assign, but 
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the enumeration of which would 
occupy us too long on the pre- 
sent occasion, infidelity has wide- 
ly diffused itself, it has pleased 
God to favor us also with a more 
full and particular, and I had 
almost said a more decistve sum- 
mary, of the proofs of the di- 
vine authority of Christianity, 
than was ever before vouchsafed 
to man. 

But the word of God affords 
a direct confirmation of these 
arguments from probability. It 
is remarkable, that throughout 
the whole scriptures, God deals 
with us as_ with reasonable be- 
ings. And let it be remember- 
ed, that our Savieur’s answer to 
the rich man in the parable, 
does not imply, that it was wrong 
to require sufficient evidence of 
the truth of revelation; but 
only, that there was already’a 
sufficiency both ef proof and of 
instruction, in the writings of 
Moses. ‘The injunction of the 
apostle also sheuld not be for- 
gotten, as fully imvolving the 
conclusion for which IE now con- 
tend, and it will be no mean ar- 
rument to those who know how 
to estimate its force, “ that we 
should be always ready to give 
an answer to every man that 
asketh us areason of the hope 
that is in us.” 

‘Those persons especially, are 
called upon to arm their minds 
with the best proofs that can be 
obtained of the truth of our ho- 
ly religion, who, from their des- 
tination in life, are likely to be 
thrown into the society of the 
irreligious or the sceptical, or 
to have much intercourse with 
foreign countries, where, ‘be- 
sides the infidelity which pre- 
vails, they are but too likely to 
contract, perhaps  insensibly, 
that indifference to religion in 
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general, which is apt to arise in 
the minds of those who reside 
long in countries where the es- 
tablishment and form are differ- 
ent from our own. This indif- 
ference first insinuates itself into 
the mind under the specious 
name of liberality, and is con- 
ceived, perhaps, only to weaken 
the bigotted attachment of the 
nursery to our own peculiar 
forms ; but it too soon discovers 
its real character, by producing 
a fatal lukewarmness in religion 
altogether*. 

But in truth, let the line of 
life and prospects, the connec- 
tions and circumstances of a 
man be what they may, and 
however little he may conceive 
himself to be likely to fall among 
sceptical associates, he may still, 
perhaps, find abundant cause 
hereafter to deplore his neglect 
of the opportunities afforded 
him of grounding himself well 
in the evidences of Christianity, 
or to rejoice in having availed 
himself of them. Our tempta- 
tions, even the suggestion of in- 
fidel doubts and diificulties, pro- 
ceed not always from others ; 
our own hearts and imaginations 
often become our most’ power- 
ful tempters, and here proba- 
bly, our great and spiritual ene- 
my is peculiarly active. A late 
eminent Christian, Mr. Milner, 
of Hullt, a man of vigorous un- 


* The writer of this article was 
assured by the late Dr. Maclean, 
whose situation at the Hague during 
10 years, gave him an opportunity, 
which no man was more disposed or 
better qualified to employ, of judging 
of the effect of foreign travel on the 
religious and moral character of 
youth, thatin a great majority of in- 
stances it produced, even in those 
who had been religiously educated, 
infidel principles and loose morals. 


+ Author of the Church History 
and other works. 
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derstanding and _ considerable 
learning, when several years 
after his entering into orders, he 
began to obtain correct views of 
the great doctrines of Christian- 
ity, and at the same time a new 
warmth of earnestness for the 
souls of men, tlien also first be- 
gan to be assailed with sceptical 
doubts,andfor several years hewas 
grievously tormented by them. 
The great Mr. Baxter tcils us 
himself, in the history of his own 
life and times, that he likewise 
was extremely harassed with 
doubts of the same kind, even 
in the close of life, when he had 
been for many years a most suc- 
cessful laborer in the Christian 
vineyard. If such men as these 
were thus assaulted, let none of 
us conceive that it is unnecessa- 
ry precaution to arm ourselves 
with such weapons as Provi- 
dence has graciously provided, 
against the objections with which 
infidelity may attack our faith. 
It is here, as in other instances ; 
a Christian must make up his 
mind to endure with constancy 
the hour of trial. He is never 
promised a life of ease and se- 
curity ; on the contrary, he is 
plainiy forewarned, that the way 
to heaven is straight and dange- 
rous ; he has a fight to maintain, 
and powerful enemies to encoun- 
ter; but he is provided with 
heavenly armour, and if he faint 
not by the way, he is assured of 
victory : if he be faithful un- 
to death, he is promised a crown 
of everlasting life and glory. 
But were it less necessary for 
a Christian, on his own account, 
to make himself master of the 
proofs of our holy religion; yet 
has he no duties to perform to 
others? And if he would qual- 
ify himself solicitously to be 
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other ways, will he neglect the 
opportunity of enabling himself 
to render them a service, the 
effects of which may last for 
ever? In truth, Sir, it is here 
as in many other instances ; 
love, if really vigorous, would 
supply the place of argument, 
and would urge us powerfully to 
the study I have been recom- 
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mending ; and here, according 
to the gracious ordination of 
Providence in general, while 
chiefly intent on promoting the 
happiness of others, we should 
be most effectually securing our 
own. I remain, 
SIR, 
Your faithful servant, 
BUBULVS. 


—ap 3: aa 


The Catholic Doctrine of a Trinity, &c. 
CHAPTER III. 


THE PLURALITY AND TRINITY OF PERSONS. 


(Continued form p. 29.) 


XI. 
Psal. xxxiii. 6. By the worn of the torp were the 
heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath 
(Hed. spirit) of his mouth. 


The breath or spirit of the Lord’s mouth, dges undoubtedly 
mean the third person of the Trinity ; who is called, Job. xxxiii. 
4. The Spirit of Godand the, Breath of the Almighty. And it 
should here be remembered, that when Christ communicated the 
Holy Ghost to his disciples, he did it by éreathing upon them* : 
a demonstration that Christ our Saviour, who, as a ferson, is the 
word of the Lord, is in mature the Lord himself; because the spir- 
it or breath of the Almighty is also the breath of Christ. And 
this fact is also decisive for the word FILIOQUE, so much con- 
troverted in the Vicene Creed. 

XII. 


Tsai. xlviii. 16. And now the rorp cop and his srr- 
rit hath sent ME. 


The speaker in this verse is no other than Christ, who at ver. 
12. calls himself the first and the last, and does here declare him- 
self to be sent, notonly by the Lord God, but also by his Spirit : 
which should be taken some notice of, because the .4rians have 
objected to the co-equality of the Son with the Father, because he 
is said to be sent by him. But if this should hold, it will follow 
that Christ, for the same reason, is falso inferior to the S/iri¢. 
The author of an Essay on Spirit, whose violent proceedings in 
the Church have chiefly moved me to draw up these papers, is 
warm in the pursuit of this argument, that Chrisz is inferior to 
the Father, because he was sent byhim. “We may therefore, 


* John xx. 22. 
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« says he, fairly argue, as our Saviour himself does upon another 
«“ occasion—that as the servant is not equal to his Lord, so neither 
« is he that is sent equal to him that sent him*.” Not quite so fair- 
ly : for here is a gross misrepresentation, of which, and of many 
other things, this author should give us some account, before he 
proceeds any father in the work of reformation ; it being a max- 
im, I think, with the wise and learned, that a man should always 
reform Aimself, before he undertakes to reform the world. Upon 
the occasion he refers to, our Saviour has said The Servant is 
NOT GREATER than his Lord ; neither is he that is sent 
GREATER than he that sent himt. But in the place of this, he 
has ventured to substitute another reading that comes up to his 
point, and agrees better with the intended work of Reformation— 
“ he that is sentis not equal to him that sent him ;” printing the 
word egual in a different character to make it the more observa- 
ble ; and then puts an objection of his own forging into the mouth 
of our blessed Saviour. He professes himself a great enemy to 
human compositions : and we have reason to believe him, where 
those compositions are not Ais own. But his making so free with 
this and many other texts, does not look as if he was any great 
friend to the compositions of the Holy Ghost ; and can do but lit- 
tle credit te a Vindicator of the Holy Scrifitures from the cavils and 
scoffs of an Infidel, 


XIII. 
Isa. xxxiv. 16, Seek ye out of the Book of the Lord 


and read—for my mouth it hath commanded, and 
HIS SPIRIT it hath gathered them. 


In these words, there is one person speaking of the Spirit of 
another person: so that the whole Trinity is here included— 
Whether God the Father or God the Son is to be understood as 
the speaker, it is neither easy nor material to determine. Iam 
rather inclined to think it is the former. 

XIV. 
Numb. vi. 24, &e. 

The Lorp bless thee and keep thee. 

The torp make his face to shine upon thee, and be 

gracious unto thee. 

The torp lift up his countenance upon thee, and 


give thee peace. 


After this form the High Priest was commanded to bless the 
children of Israel. The name of the Lord, in Hebrew Jehovah, 
is here repeated three times. And parallel to this is the form of 
Christian Baptism ; wherein the three personal terms of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, are not represented as so many different 
names, but as one name : the one divine nature of God being no 


* P. 98. + John xin, 16. 
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‘more divided by these three, than by the single name of Jehovah 
thrice repeated. Ifthe three articles of this benediction be atten. 
tively considered, their contents will be found to agree respective. 
ly to the three persons taken in the usual order of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. The Father is the author of blessing 
and frreservation. Grace and illumination are from the Son, by 
whom we have the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Peace is the giftof the Spirit, whose name 


is the Comforter, and whose first and best fruit is the work of 
Peace. 


Petrus Alphonsi, an eminent Jew, converted in the beginning 
of the 12th Century, and presented to the font by Alphonsus a 
king of Spain, wrote a learned treatise against the Jews, wherein 
he presses them with this Scripture, asa plain argument that 
there are three fersons to whom the great and -incommunicable 
name of Jehovah is applied. And even the unconverted Jews, 
according to Bechai, one of their Radbbies, have a tradition, that 
when the high Priest pronounced this Blessing over the people— 
elevatione manuum sic digitos composuit, ut Triada exfrimerent~ 
he lifted uft his hands, and disfiosed his fingers into such a form aa to 
express a Trinity. All the foundation there is for this in the 
Scripture, is Lev. ix. 22. As for the rest, be ita matter of fact 
or not, yet if we consider whence it comes, there is something 
‘very remarkable in it. See Odserv. Jos. de vois. in Pug. Fid. pi, 
400, 556, 557. 


XV. 
Matth. xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the name of the 
FATHER, and of the son, and of the HoLy cuostT. 
XVI. 


2 Thes. iii. 5. The torp (the Holy Ghost, see c. 2. 
art. 4. 18.) direct your hearts into the love of cop 
(the Lather) and into the patient waiting for curist. 


XVII. 


2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our torp jeEsus 


curist, and the love of cop, and the communion of 
the HOLY GHOST. 


In this and the foregoing article, the order of the fersons is differ- 
ent from that of Math. xxviii. 19, The Holy Ghost having the 
first place in the former of them, and Christ in the latter : which 
is a sufficient warrant for that clause in the Creed of St. Athanasi- 
us—* In this Trinitv, none is afore or after other’ And Dr. 
Clarke, 1 presume, apprehended something of this sort ; because 
he has corrected the Apostle, and transposed the order of the 
persons in 2 Cor. xiii. 14. without the least apology, or giving 
“iis reader any warning of it. §. LV. 377. 
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XVIII. 
1 Fobn. v. 7. ‘There are ruree ‘that bear record 


in heaven, the raTHER, the worp and the noLy 
GHOST— 


There has been much disputing about the authenticity of this 
Text. I firmly believe it to be genuine for the following rea- 
sons : 1. St, Jerom*, who had abetter opportunity of examining 
the true merits of the cause than we can possibly have at this dis- 
tance of time, tells us plainly, that he found out how it had been 
adulterated, mistranslated, and omitted on purpose to elude the 
truth. 2. The divines of Lovaia having compared many Latin 
copies, found this text wanting but in five of them ; and R, Stephens 
found it retained in nine of sixteen ancient manuscripts which he 
used. 3. Itis certainly quoted twice by St. Cufriant, who wrote 
before the council of Azce : and also by Tertullian ; as the reader 
is left to judge after he has read the Passage in the Marginf. Dr. 
Clarke, therefore, is not to be believed when he tells us, it was 
“ never cited by any of the Latins before St. Jerom||.” 4. The 
sense is not perfect without it; there being a contrast of three 
witnesses in heaven tothree upon earth; the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, whose testimony is called the witness of God ; 
and the S/irit, the water, and the dlood, which being administered 
by the Church upon earth, is called the witness of men. He that 
desires to see this text farther vindicated from the malice of 
austus Socinus, may consult Pool’s Synofisis, and Dr. Hammond ; 
and I wish he would also read what has lately been published up- 
on it by my good and learned friend Dr. Delany, in his volume of 
Sermons, p. 69, &c. 

But even allowing it to be spurious, it contains nothing but 
what is abundantly asserted elsewhere ; and that both with re- 
gard to the Trinity in general, and this their divine 7’estimony in 
particular. For that there are three divine persons who dear re- 
cord to the Mission of Christ, is evident from the following Scrip- 
tures : 

John viii. 17, 18. The testimony of two men is true. 
Tam ONE that bear witness of MYSELF. 
vhe FATHER that sent me beareth witness of me. 

Johny. 6. Itis the SPIRIT that beareth witness. And Christ 
has also mentioned, upon another occasion, a flurality of wit- 
nesses in heaven, WE speak (says he) thai we do know, and 
testify that we have seen, and ye receive not OUR Witness§! which 
can be no other than the witness of the Trinity ; because itis 
added no man has ascended uft to heaven, but he that came down 
From heaven ; therefore no man could join with Christ in revealing 
the things of heaven to us. 


* Pref. ad Canon. Epist. 

T De Unit. Eccl. 109. Epist. LX XIII. 

} Connexus patris in filio, & filii in paracleto, tres efficit cohzrentes, alte- 
rum ex altero ; qui tres unum sunt, &c. adv. Prax. 

§ See the text inhis 2d Edition. § Fobn iii, 11. 
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XIX. 
Isa. vi. 3. And one cried unto another and said, Hoty, 
HOLY, HOLY isthe LorD oF HosTs. See also Rev, 
iv. 8. 


“ They are not content (says Origen) to say it once or twice, 
“ but take the perfect number of the Trinity thereby to declare 
“ the manifold holiness of God ; which is arepeated intercom- 
«“ munion of athreefold holiness ; the holiness of the Father, the 
« holiness of the only begotten Son, andof the Holy Ghost*.” And 
that the Serafhim did really celebrate all the three persons of the 
Godhead upon this occasion, is no conjecture ; but a point capa- 
ble of the clearest demonstration. 

The prophet tells us, ver. 1. he saw the Lord sitting ufion a 
throne ; and at ver. 5. that his eyes had seen the king, the Lord of 
Hosts. Now if there be any phrase in the Bible to distinguish the 
true God, it is this of the Lord of Hosts. I never saw it disputed 
by any 4rian writer. The authorofan Essay on Shirit confesses 
it (f#. 65); and Dr. Clarke supposes the name Lord of Sabaoth 
(Jam. v. 4.) proper to the Father oniy. So that in this Lord of 
Hosts, sitting upon his Throne, there was the presence of God the 
Father. 

That there was also the presence of God the Son, appears from 
John xii. 41. These things said Esaias, when he saw his (Christ’s) 
Glory, and sfiake of himt. 

And that there was the presence of God the Holy Ghost,is de- 
termined by cts xxviii. 25. Well spake the Holy Ghost dy Esaias 
the Profihet unto our Fathers, saying, kc. then follow the words 
which the prophet affirms to have been spoken by the Lord of 
Hosts. 


(To be continued.) 


* Non eis sufficet semel clamare sanctus, neque bis ; sed perfectum nu- 
merum Trinitatis assumunt, ut multitudinem sanctitatis Dei manifestent ; 
quz est trine sanctitatis repetita communitas ; sanctitas patris, sanctitas 
unigeniti filii, & spiritus sancti. Orig. Hom. in loc. 


+ It is written at ver.3.—— Holy, holy, holy'is the Lord of Hosts, the whois 
earth is full of u1s GLORY. This St. Fobn has aflirmed to be the Glory of 
Christ ; but it was the glory of the Lord of Hosts : therefore Christ is the 
Lord of Hosts. And if the parallel passage of Rev. iv. 8. be compared with 
this, it will appear (as it hath already Chap. I. Art. XXIII.) that he is the 
God Almighty spoken of in that Book. The Greek version of the LXX. 
hath it thus : 

ayiO, ayi@, ayiG Kup cabCawé. 
In Rev. iv. &. itis, ayi@-, ayi@-, wyi@ Kupi@ o Oc 0 wavroxpatwe. 
‘Whence it evidently appears, that Kups@ o Oc@ o wavroxparae, 
is equivalent in the lar.guage of heaven to Febovah Sabaoth : therefore as 
Christ is the Lord of Hosts of the Old Testament, he is thereby proved 
ipso facto, to be the God Almighty of the New. Which shews the weak- 
ness of those frequent remarks Dr. Clarke has bestowed upon the word 


Wavroxpetwe, as the great term of distinction between the person of 
Grist, and that of God the Father. 
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Extracts from the Minutes of the | 
General Association of Connecti- 
cut. At their sessionin Weth- 
ersfield, June 17, 1806. 


& T a Meeting oi the Gener- 
al Association of the State 
of Connecticut, holden at Weth- 
ersfield, June 17, 1806 ; present, 
Rev. Messrs. Rufus Hawley, 
Salmon King, from Hartford 
North Association. John Marsh, 
Cyprian Strong, D. D. Hartford 
South. Benjamin Trumbull, D. 
}). Abraham Alling, New-Ha- 
ven West. James Noyes, John 
Elliott, New-Haven East. Jo- 
seph Strong, Samuel Nott, New- 
London. John Noyes, Horace 
Holley, Fairfield West. Elijah 
Waterman, Jehu Clark, Fair- 
field East. Eliphalet Lyman, 
Asa King, Windham Original. 
Andrew Lee, Elisha Atkins, 
Windham East. Alexander Gil- 
let, Jeremiah Hallock, Litchfield 
North. Azel Backus, Zephani- 
ah Swift, Litchfield South. Sa- 
muel Mills, Aaron Hovey, Mid- 
diesex. Diodate Brockway, Na- 
than Gillet, Tolland. 

Ashbel Greene, D. D. James 
F. Armstrong, Joseph Clark, 
delegates from the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr. Elliot was chosen Scribe, 
—Dr. Cyprian Strong, Modera- 
tor,—and Mr. Backus, assistant 
Scribe. 


REPORT of the Trustees of the 
Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut, to said Societr:, to be conven- 
ed at Wethersfield, the third 
Tuesday of June, 1806. 


REVEREND FATHERS AND 
BRETHREN, 
FROM a variety of circum- 
stances, the annual Report of 
your Trustees, to the Society, of 


General Association of Connecticut. 
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own proceedings, for several 
years after the first institution 
of the Society, was necessarily 
more lengthy than it need be at 
present. It may this year be 
comprised in very few words. 
The printed Narrative con- 
tains all the information concer- 
ning the state of Missions, du- 
ring the year, which can be of 
any material consequence. As 
is our custom, we transmit here- 
with a copy of this Narrative to 
each member. The statement 
of the funds subjoined exhibits 
a view of the Accounts as audi- 
ted the first of January 1806. A 
list of the Contributions of May 
last, so far as returns have been 
made to the Treasurer, accom- 
panies this Report. From these 
returns it appears that the Con- 
tributions, this year, are gener- 
ous, and equal to those of the 
last year. We find that the 
friendship of the people of the 
State to the missionary cause is 
not diminished. They manifest 
a laudable zeal and affection to 
it, by their readiness to minister 
to its support. In all suitable 
ways, the Legislature of the 
State afford countenance and en- 
couragement to the Missionary 
Society. And, by annual Con- 
tributions, the people are man- 
| ifesting the continuance of their 
ardor to diffuse the blessings of 
the gospel, and to promote the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. From 
one time to another, particular 
individuals, by generous dona- 
tions, either in Books or Money, 
are exercising themselves in the 
same blessed work. The funds 
are increasing ; and a pleasing 
hope may, therefore, be indu!- 
ged, that still greater and grea- 
ter good may be done. 
Agreeably to a vote of the So- 





the state of missions, and their 
Vol. VII. No. 2. 


ciety, the Trustees have laid 
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the Treasvirer under bonds of 
$6000 for the faithful discharge 
of his duty. And, in consequence 
of the death of John Porter, Esq. 
late Auditor of the Society, they 
have appointed the Rev. Abel 
Flint, Auditor ; the act of In- 
corporation requiring that if the 
office of Treasurer or Auditor 
shall become vacant within the 
year, the Trustees shall forth- 
with fill such vacancy. 

“io distribute pious books, Bi- 
bles, ‘Testarnents, and suitable 
religious tracts, among the new 
settlements, is a work of great 
difficulty ; but is esteemed so 
important, that no pains are spa- 
red in attempting to carry it in- 
to effect. 

The profits arising from the 
sale of the Connecticut Evange- 
lical Magazine are nearly the 
same as in preceding years. On 
the whole, heaven seems to smile 
propitiously onthe various means 
used te raise a fund, the sole pur- 
pose of which is to spread the 
glories of the . >deemer’s name. 

Concerning the benighted hea- 
then, on our Paaader 'S) no effec- 
tual door of hope appears to be 
open, to carry among them the 
good news of life and salvation. 
Your Trustees are however anx- 
inusly wailing for a ful 
God, in his all-surrounding Pro- 
vidence, to dispose things, in 
such a manner, as to hasten the 
moment to preach to them the 
unsecichable riches of Christ. 
-——"Vhen their perishing and 
wretched condition is realized, 
can the tear of Christian com- 
miseration be withholden, or the 
iervent prayer cease to ascend 
to the throne of grace !— 

The printed Narrative, 
which we beg leave to refe 


mere 


to 
“y the 
Society, gives an account of the 
Rhames and numbers of our Mis- 
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sionaries,—the fields of their 
missions—the success of their 
labors,—and the gratitude of 
those among whom they labor. 
Since its pui lication nothing new 
has taken place to lay before the 
Society, except the Rev. Mr. 
Dadger’s refusal, to serve any 
longer asa Missionary in the 
County of Trumbull, State of 
Ohio, where he has for several 
years been a faithful, diligent, 
and, we trust, successful servant 
of the Society. His appointment 
to that service fer the current 
year was accordingly revoked. 
The Christian world is re- 
markably alive on the subject of 
sending the gospes where now 
unknown. In Europe and Ame- 
rica an ardent zeal is manifested 
to this great end. Missions are 
constantly forming. The num- 


| ber of Missionaries Is increasing. 


The prospect of success is en- 
couraging. Missionary institu- 
nye are continually rising up. 
vr in this State has been pros- 
be beyond the hopes of the 
most sanguine. Where success 
has been granted, let all the 
praise be ascribed cto that Al- 
mighty being whose mercy en- 
dureth for ever. Vour Trustees 
fecl animated, and present their 
cobvratulations to ‘the Society, 
on the spirit of vital piety and 
missionary exertion, which ma- 
nifests itself, both in Europe and 
Amevica, uniting Christians of 
various denominations in design. 
—charity—-2 ydor—-and prayers 
for the enlargement of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. May we 
not hope that the set time to fa- 
vor Zion hastens on? 
In reviewing the past success 
of our missionary exertions, and 
¢ present very favorable state 
fun iietinitien, is there not the 
greatest encouragement still te 
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increase in our diligence ?—and 
in our prayers to the God of all 
peace and consolation, that he 
would arise in his majesty, and 
plead more powerfully his own 
cause, and frustrate the design 
of all the enemies of Christiani- 
ty ? Blessed are those who are 
instrumental of advancing the 


interests of truth and righteous- | 


ness! In this blessedness may 
the Society, and all the pious 
and benevolent, who by their 
prayers and liberality are minis- 
tering to the support ald spread 
of the gospel, share ! 

The Trustees would finish this 
Report, by imploring on the So- 
ciety, during their session, the 
divine blessing. May wisdom 
guide your measures, and a gra- 
cious God cause all your pro- 
ceedings to issue in his giory, 
and the advancement of the Sa- 
viour’s cause ! 

In the name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FLInT, Secretary. 
Hartford, June 12, 1806. 


The report of the Treasurer 
of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut was exhibited, by which 
it appeared that the contributiors 
in May last amounted to $256: 
84, and that donations to the So- 
ciety since January 1, 1806, a- 
mounted to $444 95. 

The Honorable Messrs. John 
Treadwell, Oliver Ellsworth, Ro- 
ser Newberry, Aaron Austin, 
Jonathan Brace, and John Da- 
venport, Esquires—and the Rev. 
Messrs. Cyprian Strong, D. D. 
Elijah Parsons, Nathan Strong, 
D.D. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Samuel Nott, and Calvin Cha- 
pin, were chosen Trustees of 
the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut, for the ensuing year. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esquire, 


was chosen Treasurer, and the! 





General Association of Connecticut. 


Rev. Abel Flint, Auditor of the 
Society for the year ensuing. 

The report of the Delegates 
at the General Assembly was re- 
ceived, which this Association is 
happy to find exhibits a pleasing 
view of the state of religion with- 
in the limits of the General As- 
sembly. 

The Association proceeded to 
choose Delegates to the Gener- 
al Assembly of the Presbyteri- 
an Church, in the United States, 
to convene at Philadelphia, on 
the third Thursday in May, 
1807, and made choice of Mr, 
Amos Bassett and Mr. Yates ; 
Mr. Welch and Mr. Nott were 
chosen substitutes. 

The Rev. Holland Weeks 
was chosen Delegate to the Ge- 
neral Convention of Vermont; 
und the Rey. Eben. Porter his 
substitute. 

Voted, That Dr. Dwight be 
requested to transmit, to the Re- 
gister of the Ceneral Associa- 
tion, the papers in his hands re- 
lative to the union of this body 
with the Presbyterian Churches. 

Enguiry was made with res- 
pect to the state of religion, in 
the Churches with which we 
have connection, from which it 
resulted, that although much 
coldness and Jukewarmness, in 
spiritual concerns, appear in ma- 
ny places, yet in others, the spi- 
rit of vital piety eminently pre- 
vails ; and various parts of the 
vineyard are watered and enrich- 
ed with heavenly dews. The 
friends, of real religion have 
much cause to render praise to 
the great Lord of the vineyard, 
and to persevere in prayer that 
showers may descend in plen- 
tiful effusions. 

The report of the Committee 
with respect to small tracts was 
recetved, accepted and approved. 
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It is as follows, 

“ The Committee who were 
appointed by the General Asso- 
ciation, June 1805, to issue sub- 
scription papers for the purpose 
of distributing gratuitously, a- 
mong the inhabitants of this 
state, small religious tracts, and 
to superintend the printing and 
distribution of the tracts, being 
directed to make report of their 
doings to said Association, do 
accordingly report, 

That the Subscription papers 
issued were 300, of which there 
were returned in season 19 ; that 
the amount of subscriptions on 
said papers was $200, the ave- 
rage sum for each paper being 
about $10. The tracts printed 


by order of the Committee were 
4000, to whichthe printer added, 
at his own risque 2000, amount- 
ing to 6000. ‘Tracts already de- 
livered to subscribers 3611. Sev- 
eral subscription papers have 


since been returned, but the 
tracts required for them have 
not yet been delivered. Should 
one fourth of the subscription 
papers, which have been issued, 
be returned, and the sum sub- 
scribed on them be proportioned 
to those that have already been 
received, there will be a necessi- 
‘ty of reprinting, in order to fur- 
nish tracts to satisfy demands on 
said papers. All which is res- 
pectfully submitted. 
Nathan Perkins, 
Amos Bassett, 
Andrew Yates, 
Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. 
Nathan Perkins, William Robin- 
son, Benjamin Trumbull, Mat- 
thew Noyes, Joseph Strong, I- 
saac Lewis, David Ely, Moses 
C. Welch, Andrew Lee, Samuel 
J. Mills, Dan Huntington, Eli- 
jah Parsons, and Nathan Wil- 
liams, certify the regular stand- 


Com. 
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ing of preachers travelling from 
this state into other states. 

Voted, That Doctor Cyprian 
Strong be requested to preach 
the Concio ad Clerum. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. 
Ephraim T. Woodruff, Henry 
A. Rowland, William Robinson, 
Bezal. Pinneo, Matthew Noyes, 
Zebulon Ely, Samuel Nott, John 
Noyes, JehuClark, Andrew Lee, 
Alexander Gillet, Azel Backus, 
and Elijah Parsons, be receivers 
of money in their respective As- 
sociations, for the support of De- 
legates to the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church and 
to the General Convention of 
Vermont, and for other purpo- 
ses. 

The following is a list of unsettled 
ministers and candidates preaching 
with licences from the district Asso- 
ciations, and presented to the General 
Association; viz. Rev. Tho’s Robbins, 
Norfolk ; Rev. Ezekiel J, Chapman, 
Saybrook ; Rev. Israel Brainard, 
Guilford ; James W. Robbins, Nor- 
folk ; Moses Gillet, New Hartford ; 
Abel M’Ewen, Winchester; Tho- 
mas Punderson, New-Haven ; Prince 
Hawes, Warren ; Eli Hyde, Frank- 
lin ; Daniel C. Banks, Fairfield; John 
Niles ; Daniel Crocker, New-Haven; 
Rev. David Avery, Mansfield ; John 
Dorrance, Brooklyn ; Timothy Wil- 
liams, Woodstock ; Rev. Tho’s Wil. 
liams, Pomfret ; Abiel Russell, Green- 
wich; Rev. Timothy Field, Guilford ; 
John Judson, Ashford; Rev. Simeon 
Backus, Guilford ; Andrew Rawson, 
Brattleborough, Ver. ; Rev. Calvin In- 
gals, Stafford ; Levi Collins, Somers ; 
Andrew Elliott, Fairfield ; Hosea 
Beckley, Berlin ; Rev. Aaron Kinne; 
Mark Mead, Greenwich; Samuel 
Whittlesey, Litchfield ; Noah Porter, 
Farmington ; George Colton, Hart- 
ford ; Elijah G. Welles, New-Hart- 
ford ; Henry Chapman, Tolland ; 
Nathan Strong, jun. Hartford ; John 
Hough, Canterbury; Richard Wil- 
liams, Lebanon ; Aaron Dutton, Wa- 
terbury ; Mills Day, Washington ; 
Ezra Ely, Lebanon; Rev. Joshua 
Perry, Bristol ; Rey. Hercules Wes- 
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ton, Kent; Jeremiah Osborne, Lenox ; 
Oliver Wetmore, Hartford ; Thom- 
as Adams; Luke Wood, Somers ; 
George Hall, East-Haddam ; Silas 
Higley, Simsbury ; Nathan Johnson, 
Southborough ; Roswell R. Swan, 
Stonington ; Rev. Allen Olcott, East- 
Hartford ; Rev. Henry Channing, N. 
London ; Rev. Jabez Munsell ; Jona- 
than Bird, Berlin ; Rev, Aaron Cleve- J 
land, Hartford. 

Voted, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to report on the subject of the 
belief of the divinity and atonement 
of Christ, and whether it shall be re- 
gular to exchange ministerial labors 
with any one who openly denies those 
doctrines ; and that Doctor Trumbull, 
Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Nott, Mr.Strong 
and Mr. Backus be the Committee 
for the above purpose. 

The Committee appointed on the 
oubject of the divinity and atonement 
of Christ made the following Report, 
which was accepted. 

“ Whereasa few individuals in the 
ministry have openly denied the divi- 
nity and personality of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, Voted, That this 
Association, feeling it a duty to bear 
testimony against principles so sub- 
versive of the pillars of Gospel truth, 
of vital piety and morality, do recom- 
mend to their brethren in the state, 
earnestly to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints; to hold no 
communion, and to form no exchan- 
ges in ministerial duties with preach- 
ers of this character.” 

The following motion was made 
and approved :—Whereas the rela- 
tion between a Minister and his peo- 
ple is one of the most solemn that 
canbe formed in this world, Voted, 
That this Body do disapprove of the 
Srowing usage in the Churches, by 
which this relation is dissolved, with- 
out making public the true reasons of 
discontent in the parties, as tending, 
onthe one hand, to shield the immo- 
ralities and erroneous opinions of a 
Ininister, and on the other, to gloss 

ver the unreasonable discontents and 
ices of a people. 
Attest, Jonn Exvxiort, Scriée. 
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Anecdote of Dr. Darwin. 


HE anecdote in a late num- 
ber of the magazine of a 
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disciple of Darwin, I read, not 
with surprise, but with pity for 
the unhappy man, and an in- 
creased disgust with that perni- 
cious philosophy, by which it is 
to be feared thousands are ru- 
ined. 

However high the character 
of Dr. Darwin may stand in the 
estimation of mankind, as a phy- 
sician, a philosopher, or a poet, 
the following anecdote sufficient- 
ly demonstrates his obduracy 
and degradation as a father, and 
as aman. 

Anna Seward, from whose 
biographic pen the life of Dr. 
Darwin has been exhibited, in- 
forms us, that his eldest son had 
* a gentle, ingenuous, and affec- 
tionate heart,” and that, on his 
death, he left “an untainted rep- 
utation for probity and benevo- 
lenee ; beloved, respected, and 
mourned by all who knew him.” 
Mr. Darwin, “ while his profes- 
sion in life was undetermined, 
expressed a wish to go into the 
church rather than the law.— 
That preference was repulsed by 
parental sarcasms upon its indo- 
lence, and imputed effeminacy. 
From infancy to his last day, 
Mr. Darwin had shrunk, with 
pained sensibility, from his fa- 
ther’s irony.” 

This young man, having met 
with some embarrassment in 
business, “ on a December eve- 
ning cold and stormy,” went 
down to the river Derwent, 
which ran at the bottom of his 
garden, and terminated his ex- 
istence amid its waves. The 
discovery, shortly after, of Mr. 
Darwin’s hat and neckcloth, 
created alarm. Boats were sent 
out. Dr. Darwin, the father, 
was summoned. Each specta- 
tor probably expected to disco- 
ver in his counteanee, all the 
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risings of parental surprise and 
wretchedness.—Far otherwise. 
“He staid a long time on the 
brink of the water, apparently 
calm and collected. The body 
could not. be found till the next 
day. When the doctor received 
information that it was found, 
he exclaimed in a low voice, 
“ Poor insane coward,” and it is 
said never after mentioned the 
subject.” “ It excited,” and 
well it might excite, “ universal 
surprise to see him walking 
alone the wineets, the day after 
the funeral of his son, with a se- 
rene co ntenance and his usual 
cheerfulness of address.” Nay 
more, as if to show, that the pri- 
vation of natural affection was 
a virtue, “ He took immediate 
possession of the premises his 
son had left, jaid plans for their 
improvement, took pleasure in 
describing those plans to his 
acquaintance, and determined to 
make it his future residence, and 
all this without seeming to reco! 
lect to how sad an event he abel 
their possession.” 

Let the reader contrast the in- 
sensibility of a Darwin with the 
amiable grief of a David. 2Sam. 
xviii. 33. * And the king was 
much moved, and went up to 
the chamber over the gate, and 
wept ; and as he went, thus he 
said; Omy son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom, would to 
God I had died for thee, O Ab- 
salom,my son, my son!” But 
as to the philosopher, 

“¢Num fletu ingemuit ?—-num_ lu- 
mina flexit ? 


** Num lachrymas victus dedit :” 


Let the infidel beware lest the 
stoicism he boasts Soe in its 
issue, to be that“ hardness, and 
inupenitence of heart, which 

treasures up unto itself wrath 
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against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God.” 


——Kt <a 


Religious Intelligence. 


The General Synod of the Associated 
Reformed © burch in North America 
have manifested their concern for 
the chu. h, and their zeal to fur. 
nish weil «qualified pas*ors and 
teachers, in the following act for 
establishmg a Theclogical Semina. 
ry, passed at Philadelphia, June 4, 
1805. 


HEREAS the minis- 

try of reconciliation is 
the great means instituted by 
the Lord Jesus Christ for per- 
fecting his saints, and edifying 
his body ; and, whereas, he has 
required in his word that they 
who are called to this excellent 
and important work, be furnish- 
ed with gifts and graces above 
those of other believers ; espe- 
cially, that they be faithful men ; 
apt to teach; workmen who 
need not tobe ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth ; wise 
stewards to give the household 
their portion of meat in due sea- 
son ; able to convince gainsay- 
ers, to stop the mouths of unre 
ly and vain talkers ; to reprove, 
to rebuke, to exhort, with all 
Jong-s suffering and doctrine and 
authority; and to know how 
they ought to behave themselves 
in the house of God, ruling well, 
and being ensamples’ to the 
flock : and, whereas, the afore: 
said qualifications, since the mi 
raculous effusions of the divine 
Spirit have ceased, cannot be ob 
tained in any other way, than 
by his blessing upon the culti- 
vation of natural talents, sancti 
ed by his grace; w hich cultva 
tion consists ina good acquail!: 
ance with those various branché 
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of literature which are necessary 
for understanding, expounding, 
defending, and applying all the 
parts of revealed truth: and, 
whereas, seminaries erected for 
the special purpose of instruct- 
ing the rising ministry in things 
immediately connected with 
their holy vocation, are the most 
probable means of attaining the 
proposed end, have been che- 
rished by the Christian church 
with much affection from the 
earliest ages; and have been 
remarkably owned of God, for 
the preservation of her purity 
and glory. And, whereas, the 
Lord has been graciously plea- 
sed to incline the hearts of Chris- 
uians, both at home and abroad. 
to assistthe Associate Reformed 
Church in the design of estab- 
fishing sucha seminary : There- 
lore, 

The ministers and elders in 
gencral synod convened, do here- 
by direct and ordain, 

That their seminary be forth- 
with established in the city of 
New-York, for the sole purpose 
of prepariag for the work of 
the ministry such young men as, 
having passed through a_previ- 
ous course of liberal education, 
shall resolve to consecrate them- 
selves to the service of God in 
the gospel of his Son. 

Jind the syncd further direct, 
That the course of instruction 
in said seminary be conducted by 
a professor in theology : tobe cho- 
sen bytheir ballot at all times here- 
after, and to hold his office and 
emoiuments until removed by a 
vote of two thirds of the Gene- 
ral Synod: which vote shall not 
pass tilla meeting subsequent to 
that at which it shall have been 
proposed ; provided, that this 
shall not be construed to impair 
tie power of che synod, on any 





charge of gross crror or immo- 
rality, to suspend a professor 
from the exercise of his func- 
tions, till judgment be definitive- 
ly given. 

And the synod further direct, 
That the outline of instruction 
in the seminary be as follows: 
viz. 

1. The Scriptures themselves shail 
be the great subject of study. 

2. The period of study in the se- 
minary shall be four years ; and the 
session shall continue for seven 
months successively ; that is to say, 
from the first Monday of November 
till the first Monday of June. 

3. These four years shall be divid- 
ed into two equal parts; and the 
course of scudy shall proceed as fol- 
lows : 

Every student shall begin’and close 
the day with exercises of secret ce- 
votion ; uniting to prayer the reading 
of a portion ef God’s word: and us- 
ing as a help some book of impress- 
ive practical religion. In these exer- 
cises he is to read the scriptures not 
as acritic, but asa Christian; as @ 
saved sinner, who knows no other way 
of peace but that which belongs to 
him in common with the least ef 
God’s redeemed ; and who lives by 
faith, for daily counsel, and strength, 
and consclation upon that Saviour, 
whom he is afterwards to preach te 
others. 

Such a portion of every day, (the 
Lord’s day excepted) shall be ccvo- 
ted to the study of the scriptures in 
the original tongues, and of that live- 
rature which facilitates this study, as 
bya faiihful improvement of ume, 
may enable the student, at the expira- 
tion of his course, to read the originals 
with tolerable ease. 

The hely scriptures in our common 
version shall be readin such daily 
portions, as shall finish the whole 
during the first period of two years = 
and to render the reading therecf 
more profitable, the professor of the- 
ology shall direct the student to suc- 
cinct treatises, on scriptural swbjects, 
as they occur; and shall carefully 
examine him on these subjects. 

Having completed this first reading 
of the scriptures, the student shall 
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commence a second course of the 
same nature; dividing it in such a 
manner as to finish it at the expira- 
tion of his last year. He shall now 
consult -the originals, step by step, as 
he goes along ; and have his course 
of biblical reading extended under 
the direction of the professor. 

With his third year the student 
shall commence the study of syste- 
matic theology : and, as a basis for it, 
he shall conimit to memory, during 
the previous two years, the whole 
text of the confession of faith and 
larger catechism. He shail read, on 
each topic, such proper books as 
may be digested within the time allot- 
ted, and may give him aw acquaint- 
ance with the substance of the sys- 
tem. 

The professor shall also lecture 
upon the primary topics of the sys- 
tem, following the general order of 
the confession of faith. That his 
students may enjoy the benefit of his 
whole course of lectures, he must 
not failto complete it within two 
years. And onthe other hand, that 
this time may be sufficient, his lec- 
tures are to be concise and dense, ac- 
oommodated to the principle, that his 
work is not so much to furnish his 
pupils with thoughts, as to set them 
upon a proper train of thinking for 
themselves. 

In the fourth year of the course, 
the professor shall also deliver critical 
lectures ; which are to embrace, not 
merely the philology of the context, 
but also its connection, scope, and ar- 
gument. No authority is to be ad- 
mitted in these lectures but that of 
the originals, the student shall have 
them before him, and turn to the 
parallel text cited by the professor. 
These texts are to be few, and well 
selected. 

Every student shall prepare in his 
third year, two of those discourses 
commonly called lectures, and two 
popular sermons ; and in his fourth 
year, three of each; neither to ex- 
¢eed half an hour when deliberately 
spoken. All the scriptural proofs ci- 
ted by a student in any exercise of his 
fcurth year, must be referable to the 
eriginals. 
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Hours of study must be so distriby. 
ted as to leave a suitable portion to 
miscellaneous reading, such as history, 
morality, belles lettres, &c. and to 
healthful bodily exercise.” 

ap The professor was to com. 
mence his course of instruction onthe 
first Monday in November 1805 ; at 
which time the superintendants were 
to meet in New-York for the purpose 
of organizing the seminary. 

At the time the foregoing act was 
established, the synod 

“‘ Resolved, that the different pres. 
byteries be forthwith informed of the 
establishment of a seminary for the 
instruction of youth in the knowledge 
of theology, and enjoined to send their 
students to the city of New-York, at 
the time appointed for opening said 
seminary 

Resolved, That measures be imme- 
diately taken to have all our minis- 
ters supplied with the scriptures in 
the original tongues, and with proper 
helps for prosecuting the study of 
them. 

Resolved, That every minister be 
enjoined to pursue, in so far as it 
shall be applicable to his circumstan- 
ces and consistent with his engage- 
ments, a course of biblical reading 
similar to that which is recommended 
in the report on the plan for the se- 
minary, to which they are referred. 

Resolved, That every presbytery 
be, and they hereby are directed, to 
devote a suitable portion of time, at 
least once in six months, to the inves- 
tigation of portions of the original 
scriptures, previously selected for the 
purpose: that at least one of their 
number, taken in rotation, shall, at 
such meeting, deliver a critical disser- 
tation upon some scriptural subject to 
be previously assigned him ; and that 
they keep a regular journal of their 
literary transactions, and preserve the 
dissertations among their papers.” — 

The superintendants of the semt- 
nary are, the Rev. Messrs, Rovert 
Annan; Joun M‘Jimsey; ALeEx- 
ANDER ProupFiT; James Gray, 
D. D.; and James Lavrik. 





